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Berkshire  Combined  Sanitary  District. 


The  sanitary  history  of  this  district  for  the  year  1898  has  on 
the  whole  been  uneventful,  in  that  no  new  schemes  for  the 
sewerage  or  water  supply  of  any  administrative  Area  included 
in  it  have  been  proposed  and  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Authorities  concerned,  but  the  works  already  undertaken  have 
been  practically  completed  by  the  putting  in  of  the  house  con- 
nections with  the  new  sewers  of  Newbury  and  Maidenhead, 
while  at  the  last  named  place  and  in  the  Easthampstead  district 
(as  regards  the  sewerage  of  the  Bracknell  special  drainage 
Area)  plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  respective  effluents 
have  been  fully  considered  by  the  District  Councils  affected. 
In  the  rural  district  of  Newbury,  although  the  question  has 
been  several  times  discussed  by  the  Authority,  no  final  decision 
has  been  arrived  at  as  regards  the  sewering  of  the  village  of 
Donnington,  as  is  also  the  case  as  regards  the  parish  of  Clewer- 
without  in  the  Windsor  Rural  District,  while  at  Hungerford 
the  scheme  proposed  for  the  sewerage  of  the  town  has  to  obtain 
the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

As  regards  public  water  supplies,  in  nearly  every  district 
where  they  have  been  provided,  the  number  of  services  laid  on 
from  the  mains  is  being  steadily  increased,  viz.,  in  the  towns  of 
Newbury,  Abingdon,  Maidenhead  and  Egham;  and  the  mains 
of  the  Maidenhead  and  Egham  Water  Companies  are  being 
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extended  into  the  respective  rural  districts  of  Cookham,  Windsoi 
and  Easthampstead.  In  consequence  of  the  prolonged  absence 
of  rainfall  during  the  summer  months  there  was  a serious 
scarcity  of  water  in  some  districts,  especially  in  parts  of  the 
Cookham,  Wallingford,  Crowmarsh  and  Goring  Rural  Districts ; 
and  in  addition  to  the  extensive  distribution  throughout  the 
Combined  Districts  of  printed  cautions  and  advice  with  refer- 
ence to  the  cleansing  and  protection  of  watercourses,  springs, 
wells  and  other  sources  of  drinking  water  supply,  in  some 
localities  a daily  supply  was  provided  at  the  cost  of  the  respec- 
tive Authorities  where  the  scarcity  was  greatest  and  the  need 
most  urgent. 

Although  no  new  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  reception  of 
infectious  cases  has  as  yet  been  actually  erected.  Joint  Hospital 
Boards  have  been  constituted  for  the  Abingdon  Rural  and 
Urban  Districts,  and  for  the  three  Sanitary  Authorities  included 
in  the  Wallingford  Union,  and  I cannot  but  feel  how  very 
desirable  it  is  that  all  the  Authorities  in  the  Combined  District 
should  take  similar  action,  so  as  to  enable  them  effectually  to 
control  outbreaks  of  infectious  complaints  from  their  very 
outset,  and  thus  obtain  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  benefit 
from  the  knowledge  which  their  Sanitary  Officers  obtain 
through  the  operation  of  the  ‘‘Notification  Act/’ 

During  the  past  year,  with  the  single  exception  of  an  unusual 
prevalence  of  epidemic  infantile  diarrhoea  during  the  autumn 
months,  the  district  has  shared  with  the  rest  of  England  in  the 
marked  diminution  of  serious  and  fatal  outbreaks  of  epidemic 
complair^ts  which  has  characterized  it.  During  the  nine  years 
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that  have  passed  since  the  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases 
Act  came  into  operation,  about  4,700  notifications  have  been 
received  by  me,  giving  an  average  of  522  per  annum.  The 
number  received  last  year  was  445  ; they  included  but  a single 
case  of  small  pox—  a modified  attack  in  a young  man  vaccinated 
in  infancy ; 248  of  scarlet  fever — mostly  of  a very  mild  type 
and  resulting  in  only  four  deaths;  58  of  diphtheria — of  which, 
however,  2 1 were  fatal ; with  63  of  enteric  fever — ending  in 
ten  deaths;  the  total  mortality  from  these  four  complaints 
amounting  to  35  only  (being  exactly  the  same  number  as  in 
1897).  Puerperal  fever,  8,  and  erysipelas,  67,  account  for  the 
rest  of  the  notifications  received.  The  population  in  which 
these  attacks  occurred  is  estimated  at  151,487  to  the  middle 
of  1898,  and  although  this  is  necessarily  only  an  approximation 
to  the  true  figures,  on  account  of  the  number  of  years 
that  have  passed  since  the  census  of  1891,  the  error  is  in  all 
probability  not  a large  one  and  the  notifications  may  be  taken 
at  29-4  and  the  deaths  at  2-8  per  10,000  living  for  all  notifiable 
diseases,  and  of  2*3  for  the  four  specially  mentioned. 

The  non-notifiable  ” complaints  included  in  the  Registrar 
General’s  “Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases”  (see  Table,  p.  7 
which  shews  the  yearly  deaths  in  the  district  since  1874  for  the 
principal  diseases)  were  however  much  more  fatal — including 
as  they  do,  measles,  28  deaths,  whooping  cough,  16,  and  espe- 
cially diarrhoea,  which  last  was  fatal  to  138  persons,  of  whom 
10 1 were  infants  for  the  most  part  only  a few  months  old,  and 
whose  deaths  occurred  between  July  and  October.  The 
mortality  resulting  from  this  complaint  was  more  than  thrice 
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as  great  as  in  1897,  the  figures  for  the  five  years  1894-8  inclu- 
sive, being*  23,  43,  28,  42,  138;  this  great  increase  being 
almost  entirely  among  very  young  infants  in  the  families  of 
labouring  people,  and  especialy  in  the  urban  or  quasi  urban 
districts,  where  they  were  in  proportion  to  population  more  than 
twice  as  numerous  as  in  the  rural  Areas — the  rate  of  mortality 
from  this  cause  ranging  between  one  and  nearly  two  per  1,000 
in  the  urban  as  compared  with  rates  ranging  between  0‘1  and 
0*5  in  the  rural  districts.  This  excess  cannot  be  explained  as 
resulting  from  bad  drainage  or  water  supply,  as  each  of  the 
four  Boroughs  in  the  Combination  is  now  well  sewered,  and  has 
a public  supply  of  excellent  water  available  for  use.  On  the 
other  hand — the  greater  density  of  population,  the  closeness 
and  neglect  or  insufficiency  of  proper  ventilation  in  the  small 
cottages  in  courts  and  alleys,  the  common  practice  of  allowing 
decaying  rubbish  to  accumulate  in  the  yards  and  little  gardens, 
and  too  frequently  inside  the  houses  also,  are  all  factors 
favourable,  under  certain  conditions  of  temperature  in  the 
surface  soil,  to  the  development  and  multiplication  of  the 
minute  microscopic  organism  to  which  recent  researches  point 
as  the  cause  of  this  complaint,  more  especially  when  escaping 
from  the  earth,  it  becomes  airborne  and  obtains  access  to  food 
stuffs,  more  particularly  to  milk,  which  forms  so  considerable 
a part  of  the  food  of  infants  brought  up  by  hand. 

The  best  defence  against  such  outbreaks  is  the  exercise  of 
constant  vigilance  to  prevent  any  accumulation  of  foul  or 
decaying  matters,  whether  in  the  house  or  out  of  doors,  and  to 
keep  the  house  thoroughly  clear  and  well  ventilated ; to  see 
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“Corrected”  Yearly  Deaths  in  the  Berkshire  Combined  Sanitary 
District  from  the  Seven  Chief  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  from 
Cancer,  Phthisis,  &c.,  &c.,  from  1874  to  1898,  inclusive. 


Date 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  & 
Memb.  Croup 

Enteric  and 
Contd.  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diarrhoea  and 

Dysentery 

Total  7 Chief 

Zymotic  Dis. 

Influenza 

Cancer 

Phthisis 

Pulmonary 

Inflammations 

Developmen- 

tal Diseases 
under  5 years. 

1874  ... 

- 

18 

37 

38 

29 

50 

42 

214 

> 

45 

252 

292 

— 

1875  ••• 

2 

42 

39 

43 

II 

57 

95 

289 

8 

69 

281 

409 

— 

1876  ... 

4 

42 

32 

28 

23 

33 

72 

234 

I 

56 

227 

304 

— 

1877  ... 

17 

82 

23 

30 

25 

32 

62 

271 

I 

74 

260 

307 

309 

1878  ... 

12 

66 

53 

30 

23 

60 

84 

328 

- 

76 

234 

388 

334 

1879  ... 

- 

II 

22 

7 

67 

54 

50 

211 

- 

75 

245 

419 

295 

1880  ... 

3 

56 

13 

23 

23 

48 

112 

278 

- 

63 

221 

399 

376 

1881  .. 

5 

45 

29 

17 

13 

12 

34 

155 

- 

64 

222 

308 

— 

1882  ... 

6 

68 

65 

14 

40 

88 

34 

315 

- 

86 

I7I 

333 

— 

1883  ... 

- 

26 

53 

19 

46 

53 

51 

248 

- 

95 

240 

378 

346 

1884  ... 

2 

43 

53 

16 

40 

29 

64 

247 

- 

92 

186 

308 

334 

1885  ... 

2 

7 

53 

9 

36 

26 

28 

161 

- 

85 

201 

412 

329 

1886  ... 

5 

5 

33 

10 

19 

46 

67 

185 

- 

77 

184 

385 

377 

1887  ... 

- 

7 

23 

20 

47 

31 

59 

157 

- 

lOI 

164 

■355 

350 

1888  .. 

- 

13 

60 

17 

12 

40 

20 

159 

- 

106 

205 

378 

315 

1889  ... 

- 

2 

66 

9 

33 

22 

37 

169 

- 

89 

189 

287 

280 

1890  ... 

- 

2 

33 

18 

52 

21 

40 

166 

26 

109 

187 

336 

310 

1891  ... 

4 

33 

9 

18 

53 

29 

146 

57 

lOI 

194 

491 

329 

1892  ... 

- 

18 

30 

16 

22 

40 

31 

157 

166 

III 

148 

478 

305 

1893  ... 

6 

16 

46 

8 

36 

23 

41 

176 

37 

99 

I4I 

283 

262 

1894  ... 

- 

6 

35 

4 

26 

78 

23 

172 

59 

124 

170 

359 

230 

1895  ... 

- 

6 

38 

5 

22 

26 

43 

140 

85 

133 

135 

296 

312 

1896  ... 

- 

13 

41 

II 

30 

20 

28 

152 

27 

106 

145 

230 

294 

1897  ... 

- 

6 

24 

5 

4 

56 

42 

137 

38 

105 

169 

304 

309 

1898  ... 

- 

4 

21 

10 

38 

16 

128 

217 

66 

128 

168 

300 

255 

< 

•7 

8-1 

33-4  9*5 

27-5 

37-0 

45-0 

1825 

62 

113 

162 

342 

289 
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that  all  closets,  drains  and  sewers  are  clean  and  well  flushed ; 
that  the  drinking  water  is  pure  and  free  from  all  risk  of  fouling; 
that  no  stale  or  decayed  food  or  fruit  is  eaten ; and  above  all, 
as  regards  infants — who  are  so  peculiarly  liable  to  be  fatally 
attacked  by  this  complaint  when  brought  up  by  hand,  to  take 
the  utmost  care  that  the  feeding  bottles  are  kept  scrupulously 
clean,  that  only  freshly  prepared  food  is  used,  and  if  the  whole 
of  it  is'not  consumed  at  the  time,  that  it  is  otherwise  disposed 
of  or  else  thrown  away  and  not  kept  for  the  infant's  next 
• meal — the  bottle  being  thoroughly  cleaned  out  at  once,  and  on 
no  account  left  with  any  remainder  food  in  it. 

Phthisis  and  General  Tuberculosis. — It  is  a matter  of  every 
day  knowledge  that  phthisis  (consumption)  is  a disease  of  the 
gravest  and  most  serious  character,  and  although  happily  the 
possibility  of  recovery  from  its  attacks  is  now  no  longer  so 
hopeless  as  formerly,  it  still  cuts  short  year  by  year  a lament- 
ably large  number  of  valuable  lives.  The  Table  on  p.  7 
shews  that  in  this  district  its  victims  since  the  year  1874  have 
amounted  to  a considerably  larger  number  than  those  of  the 
whole  of  the  seven  chief  zymotic  diseases  given  in  the  Returns 
of  the  Registrar  General,  these  last  accounting  for  but  4,074 
deaths  in  the  twenty-five  years,  while  those  from  consumption 
amount  to  4,939,  equalling  a yearly  average  of  over  197  for 
the  entire  period.  A further  examination  of  this  Table  will 
however  shew  that  there  has  been  a progressive  and  steady 
decline  since  1874  in  the  mortality  which  it  causes,  the  decrease 
being  from  252  deaths  in  that  year  to  168  in  the  year  now 
under  review,  which  number  is  almost  identical  with  the  cor- 
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responding  one  for  1897.  Only  six  of  these  deaths  were  of 
children  under  five  years  old,  yet  tuberculous  diseases  are  by 
no  means  confined  to  the  age  periods  of  youth  and  maturity. 
In  some  of  their  forms  they  are  very  fatal  in  infancy  and  early 
childhood,  and  of  the  255  deaths  recorded  last  year  under  the 
heading  of  ‘‘Developmental  Diseases  under  five  years  of  age,” 
no  small  proportion  is  due  to  them.  When  the  returns  are 
submitted  to  analysis  it  is  found  that  after  the  exclusion  of  135 
deaths  of  feeble  infants — of  whom  forty-three  lived  less  than 
twenty-four  hours — thirty-nine  died  within  a week  of  birth  and 
fifty-three  survived  less  than  a month ; no  less  than  forty-four 
of  the  remaining  hundred  and  twenty  deaths  were  certified  as 
resulting  from  “General  Tuberculosis”  Tabes  Mesenterica, 
or  “tuberculous  cerebral  disease,”  and  it  is  probable  that  not  a 
few  of  those  where  the  cause  of  death  is  less  definitely  given 
were  of  a similar  character. 

During  the  past  year  the  question  of  the  control  and  preven- 
tion of  phthisis  has  been  prominently  brought  before  the  public 
by  the  Reports  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Tuberculosis;  the 
formation  of  a very  important  Association  constituted,  under 
the  patronage  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  for 
the  purpose  of  dealing  with  it  practically;  by  the  “Harben  ” 
Lectures  on  the  same  subject,  delivered  by  Sir  Richard 
Thorne,  k.c.b.,  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board, — and  in  other  ways. 

In  the  following  remarks  I propose  very  briefly  to  summarize 
the  most  important  facts  in  connection  with  it  and  the  conclu- 
sions therefrom  which  more  especially  concern  any  action  of 
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Sanitary  Authorities  in  relation  to  the  subject.  It  may  now  be 
taken  as  an  established  fact  that  “ tubercle,”  whether  it 
manifests  itself  in  infancy,  childhood,  or  in  riper  years,  and 
whether  it  is  general”  or  affecting  mainly  the  lungs  (con- 
sumption), the  intestinal  tract  (tabes),  or  the  membranes  of  the 
brain  (tubercular  meningitis),  is  a disease  of  bacterial  origin, 
and  essentially  of  an  infectious  character,  so  that  while  what 
is  called  “hereditary  predisposition”  is  not  without  influence  in 
rendering  those  persons  to  whom  it  applies  more  liable  to 
contract  the  disease  when  exposed  to  the  infection  of  the 
tubercle  bacillus ; neither  such  constitutional  weakness,  nor 
general  insanitary  conditions,  overcrowding,  bad  ventilation, 
damp,  dirty  or  unhealthy  dwellings,  unwholesome  food,  insuffi- 
cient clothing,  and  the  like,  will  alone  suffice  to  originate 
tuberculosis,  or  to  account  for  the  disease  where  the  special 
ORGANISM  IS  absent.  This  organism  however  exists  abundantly 
in  the  matter  coughed  up  by  consumptive  persons,  and  it  is 
also  found  in  the  flesh  of  tuberculous  cattle,  and  more  especially 
in  the  milk  of  cows  suffering  from  the  disease,  consequently 
phthisis  with  its  congeners  is  mainly  spread  by  exposure  to  one 
of  these  modes  of  infection,  viz.,  the  breathing  air  charged  with 
infection  from  the  organisms  contained  in  the  dried  expectora- 
tion of  persons  suffering  from  the  disease,  or  the  eating  the 
flesh  or  drinking  uncooked  milk  of  tuberculous  animals. 

As  regards  infection  by  breathing  air  containing  the  disease 
germs,  it  has  been  recently  shewn  that  they  are  a source  of  risk 
not  only  when  the  dried  expectoration  of  the  sick  is  diffused  in  the 
dust  carried  about  by  air  currents,  but  they  are  at  least  equally 


so  to  anyone  within  a distance  of  two  or  three  feet  when  the 
breath,  charged  with  small  particles  of  the  lung  secretions,  is 
forcibly  expelled  in  coughing  or  sneezing,  and  it  is  therefore  a 
matter  of  great  importance  that  sufferers  should  be  extremely 
careful  always  to  use  a handkerchief  before  the  face  and  to 
turn  away  from  other  people  under  these  circumstances. 

The  precautions  necessary  to  guard  against  the  communication 
of  the  disease  to  others  are  few  and  simple.  Those  who  are 
suffering  from  it  should  never  cough  or  spit  except  into  a hand- 
kerchief (or  preferably  a piece  of  rag  or  paper  which  should 

BE  BURNT  BEFORE  THE  EXPECTORATION  ON  IT  DRIES  UP)  which 

should  always  be  well  soaked  in  a disinfectant  before  it  gets 
dry,  or  when  indoors  into  a vessel  containing  water  mixed  with 
a sufficient  amount  of  good  disinfectant.  The  handkerchiefs 
should  be  well  boiled,  and  the  vessel  subsequently  scalded  out 
with  boiling  water. 

It  is  important  that  consumptive  persons  should,  if  possible, 
occupy  separate  bedrooms,  and  they  should  not  work  in 
crowded,  or  live  in  close,  ill-ventilated  rooms — and  rooms  should 
be  kept  clean,  not  by  sweeping  and  thus  causing  the  dust  to  fly 
about,  but  by  careful  wiping  with  cloths  wetted  with  a disin- 
fectant solution. 

As  regards  the  communication  of  the  disease  by  tuberculous 
meat,  the  risk  in  this  country  is  very  small,  as  thorough  cooking 
kills  the  infecting  germ,  and  uncooked  meat  is  not  eaten  here; 
but  the  chief  danger  connected  with  food  is  the  use  of  unboiled 
milk  from  tuberculous  cows,  a danger  which  may  be  effectually 
guarded  against  by  always  boiling  it,  as  is  habitually  done  in 
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other  countries.  If  the  slight  deterioration  in  its  flavour  after 
boiling  is  objected  to,  this  also  disappears  almost  entirely  if 
the  milk  is  allowed  to  cool  and  stand  for  a few  hours  before  it 
is  used. 

In  some  quarters  it  has  been  strongly  urged  that,  in  the 
interests  of  the  public  health,  consumption  should  be  included 
among  the  diseases  scheduled  in  the  Notification  Act,  but  I 
venture  to  think  that  the  objections  to  the  adoption  of  this 
course,  which  Sir  Richard  Thorne  put  forward  in  his  lectures, 
outweigh  the  reasons  given  in  its  favour,  and  that  it  is  both 
inexpedient  and  scarcely  practicable.  On  the  other  hand, 
Sanitary  Authorities  may  do  much  to  educate  the  public  as  to 
the  risks  and  dangers  resulting  from  the  neglect  of  the  simple 
and  easy  precautions  already  adverted  to,  by  the  distribution 
of  leaflets  on  which  they  are  printed,  and  by  giving  facilities 
for  the  disinfection  of  premises  which  have  been  occupied 
by  sufferers  from  the  disease,  and  of  infected  articles  contained 
therein. 

In  respect  of  the  dangers  resulting  from  the  use  of  tuber- 
culous meat  and  milk,  the  last  is  by  far  the  most  important, 
and  it  has  been  clearly  shewn  that  if  cows  are  kept  under 
healthy  conditions,  with  sufficient  air  space  and  proper  ventila- 
tion in  the  sheds,  and  such  skilled  inspection  of  the  cattle  as 
will  ensure  the  prompt  removal  of  any  diseased  animals,  the 
risk  of  the  spread  of  infection  is  reduced  to  a minimum,  and  it 
is  in  this  direction  that  the  action  of  Sanitary  Authorities  is 
likely  to  be  of  the  greatest  service  both  to  dairy  farmers  and  to 
the  community. 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Summary  of  Registered  Births,  “Corrected’'  Deaths,  Ages  at  Death,  and  Certain  Death  Rates 

for  the  25  years  1874-1898  inclusive. 

Enumerated”  Population  of  District,  Census  1871 — 132,513;  Census  1881 — 136,897;  Census  1891 — 146,682. 


13 


w 

13 

Pi 

Develop- 
mental 
Diseases 
und’rs  yrs. 

1 I 1 r t'' 

1 'cMCMCMCMCMbM^CM 

pooyoMOvpy- 

CM  M in  CM  M CM  M 

13 

Q 

V 

1 

1 

(»  p vp  p^vp  ^ 

KO  M 

p p^  y o^  0^  y y 

V 

U, 

0 

0 

Chief 

Zymotic. 

j M t>.  0 N 0 

* M w W t-i  W 

M M ^^00  M CO  CO  M M M 0 

MCMMMI-IMI-ll-Ht-IMM 

M CM  i-i  Ov  O Ov  Th 

•smjig  01 
JB3X  I japun 
sqiBag 

JO  aSBjuaojag 

0 p CTl  M M VJ-> 

0 ^ 0 0 w M cq 

p i»  p^  pv  y<  y^w  ."ch  t^'P  7*" 
60  b^a^b^b  ►1  b boo  ovm 

■Hi-  tJ-oo  vo  vo  vo  m 

b bv  bv  b bi  b i-i 

•sqiJig  oj 
smBag 

,,  pa;DajJ03  » 
JO  aSBjuaojag 

ip  ya  p co 

vb  ^ CO  vndb  ^vb 
vovo  VO  vn  xia  vr>  VO 

VO  ^vo  VO  ov  CO  yo  p p y-* 

bvwvb  CM  ^4-4-4-'“'  i'-4- 

Tj-iOvOVOVOvOVOvOVO  VO  VO 

CO  l-H  -Hi-  CM  vo  l-H 

CO  covb  ^ bi  cooo 
vo  vO  vo  vo  -Hh  vo  vo 

•sasttBO  iiV 
•ajBg  qiBaa 
,,papajj03„ 

CM  VO  CO  t-*  VO  <T> 

bvvb  vb  i^vb 

p^  p cp  y^  ^i-oo  cjo  ov  w M 

Tj-vb  vbvbvbvb 

y-  p y y->  yo  y-  p 

vb  4-  4-  4-  CM  ^4- 

over  65 

CO  0 00  VO  VO  M 

00  VO  CM  i-i 

00  00  r^oo 

0 

'Pcocot^oooo  rj-r^oo  CM  ri-0^ 
S^OvOvOvovocoCM  l-H  0 Tt- 
>00  t>.ovoo  ovovcvoooo  cr>o 

0 

lO 

X>.VO  CO  l-H  vo  Ov 

h OV  CM  vo  l-H  M OVOO 
>oo  r-^t^oovovo 
o 

ov  CM  VO  0 0 

CO  VOOO  VO  0 CM 

CO  lovo  r^vo 

VOrJ-M  rJ-HH  COH^hvocOvorht'H'OJ^^OO  X^COOOVO  CM 

• r^oo  cococoovi-iCMr^cMr>.  <0  ovoo  O cooo  co 
>OTt-Tt-vovovOH:J-vOvOHi-vOvO  vot^vOvOVO  vovOVO 

rt 

0) 

Q 

\n 

IT) 

0 M COOO  CM  -ci-  hH 

VO  CM  CM  CM  M 0 l-H 

CM  CO  M H-i  M l-(  M 

o o vf->i-Hoo  H^r^vovocM  o 

M (JV  l-l  CTl  M OVOO  OSCO  O CM 

vo  tJ-  CTv  CM  HH  vO 

0^  ov  Ovoo  oo  OV 

13 

w 

0) 

ho 

< 

m 

to 

VOVO  00  VO  VO  VO  VO 
vO  vO  l-H  CM  CO  ov  0 

1-H  CM  !->  M HH  hH 

VO  o\vo  r>.  t^oo  -vt-  co  vo  o 
l-H  Hi-  o CO  o ovoo  O OV  O 

VD  vo  CO  H^-  Ovoo  00 

0^  CM  t^OO  CTiOO  VD 

10 

T^00  0 t-v  CO  CM 

VO  CM  00  CM  VO  ov 

CM  CM  CM  CM  CO  CM  CM 

l-H  Ov  Ovoo  0^v0  CM  0\  CTi  CM 

ov  Ovoo  Tl-CMCMOOOOOco 
ihcmcmcmcmcmcmihcmcmcm 

H^OO  CTI  CM  COVO 

CO  t-H  o voOO  00  vO 

CM  l-H  CM  M HH  HH  l-H 

under 
j I year. 

1 

VO  CM  OVOO  VO  Ov  M 
►H  VO  VO  l-H  00  VO  CM 
rl-  VO  tJ-  tJ-  VO 

O '^oo  a\  COVO  VO  M 1-^  CO  Th 
CM  l-H  CO  l-H  vo  l-H  !>.  rj- 

COH:hH:J-Tj-H^'^'^'>^COCO->^ 

CTV  O CO  CM  vo  CM 

ov  t^vo  O VD  OV  M 

CO  CO  CO  -Hi-  CO  CO  -Hi- 

“Corrected  ” 
Deaths. 

>-1  "ct-OO  CO  COOO  M 
CM  VO  CO  OV  CO  i-H  VO 
c^vq^  c^  CM  CO 

CM  cT  cT  cm"'  cT  cm"  cT 

rh  rj-  a^  VO  rj-  CTVVO  i-h  CM 

VO  CM  VO  l-H  vOVO  OO  CM  n CM 

O C^COCOCOCOCM  1-^0  CM  VO 

cm"  cT  cT  cT  cm"  cm"  cm"  cT  cvf  cT  cT 

hH  t>.  vo  vO  CM  0^  CO 

cooo  Ov  vo  I-I  vo 

y;  HH^oo^  q_  i-^ 

cm"  cm"  cm"  cm"  i-T  cm"  cm" 

Registered 

Births. 

CO  l-H  0^  Tj-  l-M 

VO  Ovvo  >0  CM  CO  ov 

qv  h-^  1-^  M CO  l-H 

4-  CO  4-  4-  4 4- 

OVO  O l-H  COCM  Tf-Hj-CMOOOO 
VO  O O O O O l-H  vovo  oo  CT> 

•44-4-'4-4'4-'4cocococo 

O ■Hi-  CM  CM  l-H  VD 

ov  Ov  OV  O X-H.  O 

CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO 

Date. 

vovo  r^oo  ov  0 

CO 

00  00  00  00  00  00  00 

l-H  CM  CO  Ti-vovo  t^OO  CTi  O l-H 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO  CTVCTV 
oooooooooooooooooooooo 

CM  CO  •HhvOVO  X--0O 

Ov  0^  0^  Ov  Ov  CTv  Ov 
oo  00  00  00  oo  oo  oo 

*4 


In  the  Table  which  appears  on  p.  13  a summary  is  given  of 
the  births,  deaths  and  more  important  death  rates  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  while  the  births 
registered  in  1898  were  fewer  by  sixty-four  than  in  1897,  there 
was  an  increase  of  133  in  the  “corrected”  deaths,  largely  due 
to  the  fatality  of  infantile  diarrhoea  already  referred  to,  to  a 
similar  rise  in  the  mortality  from  influenza,  and  also  from 
cancerous  affections,  which  last  continue  to  become  larger 
year  by  year,  the  deaths  certified  as  due  to  them  having 
increased  from  320  in  the  five-years’  period  1874-8  to  596  in 
the  corresponding  one  1894-8,  concurrently  with  a drop  in  the 
deaths  from  all  causes  from  1 1,849  to  10*294  in  the  correspond- 
ing periods  (the  population  having  in  the  meantime  increased 
by  at  least  some  15,000).  No  sufficient  and  satisfactory  ex- 
planation has  yet  been  offered  to  account  for  this  fact,  which 
may  be  partly  due  to  more  careful  recognition  of  the  nature  of 
the  disease  which  proved  fatal,  but  which  also  would  appear  to 
result  in  part  from  an  actual  increase  in  the  numbers  attacked. 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  42,886  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  2,456.  Enumer- 
ated population,  Males  5,181,  Females  5,495,  total  10,675. 
Estimated  “corrected’'  population  at  middle  of  1898 — 10,200. 

In  the  report  for  1897  reference  was  made  to  the  unsatisfactory 
water  supply  of  the  scattered  cottages  at  Ashmore  Green, 
which  had  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council  with  a 
view  to  its  improvement.  Ten  samples  from  the  existing  “dip” 
and  “draw”  wells  have  now  been  analysed  with  varying 
results.  They  were  taken  for  a distance  of  nearly  half  a mile 
along  the  whole  length  of  the  village  from  east  to  west,  together 
with  a sample  from  a roadside  spring — with  a protected  dip 
hole — much  used  by  persons  living  at  that  end  of  the  place, 
although  it  is  nearly  200  yards  from  the  nearest  cottages. 
The  water  from  the  spring  gave  very  good  results,  as  did  one 
of  the  well  waters.  Two  others  were  usable,  though  of  low 
quality,  the  others  being  so  much  fouled  as  to  be  unfit  for 
drinking,  and  I advised  that  these  wells  should  be  closed  and 
a fresh  supply  provided,  which  could  have  been  obtained  from 
the  spring  in  question,  which  rises  in  the  Lower  Bagshot  Sands, 
but  that  unfortunately  the  ground  rises  to  the  extent  of  fifteen 
feet  between  it  and  the  west  end  of  the  village,  and  up  to  the 
close  of  the  year  the  matter  has  remained  in  abeyance  as  the 
spring  water  could  not  be  taken  to  the  cottages  by  gravitation. 

Six  other  samples  have  been  examined,  two  being  in  connec- 
tion with  a complaint  of  fouling  a watercourse  which  receives 
a small  sewage  effluent  at  Woolhampton  and  enters  theKennet 
some  two  miles  lower  down.  The  results  of  the  analyses  failed 
to  sustain  the  complaint.  In  the  other  cases  the  water  proved 
to  be  fouled.  One  well  was  closed  and  a fresh  supply  provided, 
and  the  others  have  been  or  will  shortly  be  dealt  with. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  sewerage  for  the  village  of 
Donnington  still  remains  unsettled,  no  decision  having  been 
come  to. as  to  the  plan  to  be  carried  out 
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The  matter  of  the  insufficient  accommodation  obtainable  at 
the  Isolation  Hospital  (which  belongs  to  the  Urban  Authority) 
has  been  under  the  consideration  of  both  the  Authorities  and  a 
plan  for  its  extension  was  prepared  and  laid  before  them — but 
the  Council  of  the  Rural  District  did  not  see  their  way  to  accept 
the  terms  of  the  Town  Council,  and  no  agreement  has  been 
arrived  at.  As  the  provision  at  the  hospital  does  not  admit  of 
the  simultaneous  admission  of  persons  suffering  from  different 
infectious  complaints  it  would  appear  to  be  a matter  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Rural  District  Council  whether  they  should 
not  provide  a separate  and  independent  hospital  for  their 
own  use. 

Mr.  Walter  Church,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  work 
done  in  the  year  reports  the  inspection  of  944  premises,  on 
ninety-three  of  which  nuisances  were  found  — eighty-seven 
being  formally  reported  to  the  Council,  and  statutory  notices 
served  in  five  cases.  By  the  end  of  the  year  eighty-seven  had 
been  abated,  the  details  of  which  are  given  in  Table  VII. 
They  were  mostly  of  a routine  character  but  included  twelve 
of  ill-kept  cowsheds,  slaughter-houses,  and  bake-houses — all  of 
which  were  remedied.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the 
systematic  re-registration  of  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the 
district  was  taken  up  and  notices  were  served  on  the  parties 
concerned.  Forty-nine  premises  have  been  placed  on  the 
register,  and  after  inspection  the  regulations  will  be  brought 
into  operation.  A new  system  of  drainage  has  already  been 
provided  at  a large  dairy  farm  at  Midgham  and  the  discharge 
of  sewage  therefrom  into  the  adjoining  watercourse  has  been 
stopped.  One  case  of  a gipsy  encampment  at  Ashmore  Green 
has  been  dealt  with  under  the  bye-laws  recently  adopted  by 
the  Council  with  reference  to  vans,  tents,  &c. 

The  notification  of  infectious  complaints  received  during  the 
year  were — scarlet  fever,  sixty;  diphtheria,  three;  enteric 
fever,  three ; erysipelas,  six. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  earliest  attacks  notified  occurred  in 
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January  in  a family  residing-  at  Speen — there  were  three  cases 
in  the  house,  the  sanitary  arrang-ements  of  which  were  very 
unsatisfactory — the  drainage  being  defective  and  discharging 
into  a disused  water  well  very  near  the  house;  ultimately,  and 
after  a second  outbreak  in  the  house,  the  drainage  was  re-con- 
structed, but  the  Council  did  not  see  their  way  to  insist  on  the 
discontinuance  of  the  discharge  of  the  sewage  into  the  old  well, 
which  I had  advised  on  the  ground  that  there  was  some  risk  of 
its  finding  its  way  into  the  water  layer  from  which  the  town  of 
Newbury  is  supplied.  In  April  the  complaint  broke  out  in  the 
village  of  Thatcham,  and  up  to  the  end  of  June  twenty-three 
attacks,  occurring  in  fourteen  families,  had  been  notified.  Late 
in  July  and  at  the  beginning  of  August  five  additional  cases 
were  notified  in  two  families.  Several  of  the  patients  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  but  it  was  impracticable  to 
find  accommodation  there  for  them  all.  Towards  the  end  of 
May,  and  again  in  August  and  September,  cases  occurred  in 
three  families  living  at  Cold  Ash,  and  a lad  suffering  from  the 
complaint  was  removed  to  hospital  from  Crookham  about  the 
same  time  in  May.  He  was  discharged  apparently  free  from 
infection  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  and  was  sent  out  of  hospital 
with  an  entirely  new  outfit  of  clothes,  linen,  &c.,  but  after  his 
return  home  the  complaint  reappeared  in  his  family,  and  from 
them  it  spread  to  Brimpton,  where  the  earliest  case  was  notified 
in  the  third  week  of  September,  and  up  to  the  middle  of 
November  there  were  fourteen  attacks  in  nine  families. 
There  were  also  two  or  three  isolated  cases  at  Woolhampton, 
Chieveley  and  Weston — but  out  of  the  entire  number  notified, 
twenty-two  of  which  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  there 
was  only  a single  death  of  a child  who  was  a patient  there. 

The  majority  of  the  attacks  were  indeed  of  a mild  type,  and 
as  regards  a large  proportion  of  them,  especially  at  Thatcham, 
there  was  great  difficulty  in  tracing  the  way  in  which  the 
infection  was  taken.  I personally  examined  the  children  in 
attendance  at  the  different  elementary  schools  in  the  village 
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but  failed  to  find  even  one  with  any  suspicious  sign  about  it, 
and  the  absentees  were  examined  with  the  same  result;  but  an 
entertainment  given  in  one  of  the  schools  was  followed  by  some 
increase  in  the  attacks  notified,  and  a case  occurring  in  the 
family  of  the  master  of  one  of  them,  the  schools  were  temporarily 
closed,  and  they  were  thoroughly  cleansed,  &c.,  prior  to  their 
re-opening.  At  Brimpton  there  is  little  doubt  that  infection 
was  mainly  taken  at  school,  and  there  also  a case  occurred  in 
the  family  of  the  master.  The  school  was  closed  for  a time 
and  it  was  thoroughly  disinfected  and  cleansed  by  Mr.  Street, 
of  the  Reading  Disinfecting  Works,  previous  to  its  being 
re-opened  at  the  end  of  the  Christmas  holidays. 

Diphtheria  was  only  thrice  notified,  two  of  the  cases  occurred 
at  Sandleford  and  in  premises  in  a bad  sanitary  condition,  which 
was  thoroughly  remedied  when  the  attacks  ended.  One  of 
these  cases  was  at  a dairy  farm,  and  the  supply  of  milk  there- 
from was  temporarily  suspended  till  it  was  at  an  end.  The 
third  was  an  imported  case  at  a farm  house  in  Thatcham. 

Enteric  Fever  was  notified  three  times — two  being  evidently 
imported  attacks.  One  of  them  was  the  case  of  a lady  who, 
while  on  a visit  to  France  with  some  relatives,  partook  of  some 
oysters  at  a watering  place  in  Normandy  on  September  30th — 
only  four  or  five  were  eaten ; another  lady  of  the  party  ate  one 
and  a third  took  a portion  of  one.  It  was  noticed  at  the  time 
that  “they  did  not  taste  quite  right.”  The  lady  who  only  tasted 
part  of  one  oyster  did  not  suffer  at  all,  both  the  others  were 
attacked  with  diarrhoea  on  the  following  night,  and  though 
this  passed  off,  the  one  who  had  taken  the  four  or  five  did  not 
entirely  recover  from  their  effects  and  on  October  8th  she  was 
placed  under  medical  care,  the  case  being  declared  a distinct 
attack  of  enteric  fever  on  the  lOth.  The  second  attack  notified 
was  that  of  a gentleman  who  came  home  out  of  health  from 
Southsea  where  he  had  been  living  in  an  insanitary  house. 
The  third  was  an  old  man  living  in  a cottage  at  Thatcham 
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where  the  drinking  water  was  from  a shallow  well  which  on 
analysis  proved  to  be  very  seriously  polluted. 

The  one  case  of  puerperal  fever  which  was  notified  ended 
fatally  but  was  without  sanitary  significance,  as  were  the  six 
notified  attacks  of  erysipelas  — none  of  which  had  a fatal 
termination. 

The  registered  births  of  the  year  were  M.  154,  F.  118, 
total  272,  and  the  deaths  13 1 — viz.:  first  quarter,  46;  second 
quarter,  33;  third  quarter,  20;  fourth  quarter,  32 — to  which  an 
addition  of  twenty-three  has  to  be  made  of  persons  belonging 
to  the  district  but  who  died  outside  it,  viz.:  in  the  Union  House, 
thirteen;  Newbury  District  Hospital,  four ; Reading  Hospital, 
one,  and  County  Lunatic  Asylum,  two  (these  last  two  dying  of 
enteric  fever  contracted  in  the  Asylum).  The  corrected 
number  is  therefore  M.  87,  F.  67,  total  154,  and  the  respective 
rates  for  the  year  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  are, 
births  267,  corrected  deaths  15 ’i ; the  percentage  of  deaths  to 
births  being  and  the  infantile  mortality  (viz.,  twenty- four 

under  one  year)  was  only  8-8^  of  the  births,  while  ninety-one, 
or  considerably  more  than  half  of  the  deaths  were  persons 
above  fifty-five,  and  fifty-four  had  attained  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  and  upwards — ten  of  whom  were  above  eighty-five,  and 
one,  a labourer’s  widow,  was  stated  to  have  reached  100. 

The  mortality  from  “notifiable”  zymotic  diseases  was  limited 
to  the  one  death  from  scarlet  fever  of  a child  removed  from 
Thatcham  to  the  hospital  on  Wash  Common,  one  case  of 
puerperal  fever,  and  the  two  deaths  from  enteric  fever  in  the 
County  Asylum  already  referred  to ; while  as  regards  the 
non-notifiable  zymotic  complaints  no  serious  outbreaks  were 
reported  during  the  year,  there  was  not  a single  death  from 
whooping  cough  and  only  one  from  measles,  but  in  the  course 
of  the  twelvemonth  diarrhoea  was  fatal  to  three  infants  and 
four  elderly  persons.  In  all,  these  eleven  deaths  accounted  for 
yi  % of  those  from  all  causes — or  a rate  of  ri  per  1,000  living. 

Consumption  accounts  for  five  deaths  only,  with  a rate 
of  0-5. 
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Pulmonary  inflammations  caused  four  infantile  deaths  and 
eighteen  of  adults,  mostly  aged  persons,  or  14*3^  of  the  year’s 
mortality,  with  a death  rate  of  2*2,  and  influenza  with  lung 
complications  accounted  for  four  more. 

Various  forms  of  cancer  were  fatal  to  seven  persons  and 
heart  affections  to  twenty-one. 

Of  thirty  deaths  occurring  under  the  age  of  five  years, 
eighteen,  or  60  % resulted  from  wasting  or  convulsive  develop- 
mental diseases  and  four  from  diarrhoea  and  measles. 

Eight  inquests  were  held,  two  being  on  suicidal  deaths  and 
two  on  deaths  from  accidental  injuries,  the  others  being  on 
sudden  deaths  from  “ natural  causes.'* 


NEWBURY  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  1,829  acres.  Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1891)  2,385. 
Enumerated  population,  Males  5,096,  Females  5,906,  total 
1 1,002.  Estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1898 — 11,532. 

The  connection  of  houses  with  the  new  system  of  sewers  has 
now  been  nearly  completed,  and  good  and  well-arranged 
drainage  is  therefore  now  the  rule  throughout  the  borough. 

A detailed  house  to  house  inspection  has  been  made  by  me 
of  all  the  courts  in  the  town  to  the  north  of  the  Kennet  and 
full  reports  thereon  were  laid  before  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
who  ordered  the  necessary  notices  to  be  served  for  the  carrying 
out  of  the  structural  and  sanitary  works  recommended,  which 
have  been  put  in  hand  and  are  in  progress  towards  completion. 
Eleven  samples  of  well  waters  were  sent  to  the  Borough 
Analyst  for  analysis,  seven  of  which  were  condemned  as 
polluted  and  unfit  for  use,  and  services  from  the  Water  Com- 
pany’s mains  have  been  laid  on. 

The  matter  of  the  insufficient  accommodation  at  the  Isolation 
Uospital  01)  Wash  Common  for  the  joint  requirements  of  the 
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Rural  and  Urban  Authorities  has  been  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Council,  and  a plan  for  its  enlarg-ement  was  prepared 
and  submitted  to  that  of  the  Rural  District,  but  the  negotiations 
were  not  successful,  and  although  the  hospital  has  been  largely 
used  by  both  Authorities  during  the  year,  it  has  not  been  found 
practicable  to  admit  all  the  patients  who  should  have  been 
treated  there,  although  a larger  number  of  beds  were  placed 
in  the  wards  than  they  were  intended  for—  the  cases  admitted 
were  for  the  most  part  children  suffering  from  scarlet  fever. 

Mr.  S.  J.  L.  Vincent,  sanitary  inspector,  returns  320  premises 
as  inspected  by  him  during  the  year,  and  nuisances  were  found 
to  exist  on  102— of  which  eighty-eight  were  reported  to  the 
Council,  formal  notices  for  the  works  required  being  served 
in  thirty-seven  cases.  In  every  instance  these  have  been  com- 
plied with  and  the  works  carried  out,  the  details  of  which  are 
stated  in  Table  VII.  All  the  cowsheds  in  the  district  (fourteen) 
and  milk  shops  (eight)  have  been  inspected,  re-registered,  and 
are  satisfactorily  kept,  as  are  the  eleven  bake-houses  and  five 
slaughter-houses — though  some  of  these  are  ill-placed,  and  the 
provision  of  a suitable  public  abbatoir  is  much  to  be  desired. 

The  question  of  the  adoption  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notifi- 
cation Act  has  been  again  brought  under  the  attention  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  by  me,  but  not  with  success,  and  I am 
dependent  on  the  goodwill  and  courtesy  of  the  medical  men 
practising  in  the  town  for  such  information  on  the  subject  as  I 
receive — which  in  the  main  is  limited  to  scarlatinal  attacks  in 
children  whom  it  is  considered  advisable  to  remove  to  the 
hospital.  Twenty-five  such  cases  were  reported,  occurring  in 
twenty  families,  in  the  second  half  of  the  year,  especially  in  the 
fourth  quarter,  and  twenty-one  of  them  were  admitted  to 
hospital.  They  were  not  confined  to  any  particular  part  of  the 
town  or  to  children  attending  any  particular  school — none  of 
the  cases  were  fatal.  No  other  of  the  ordinary  infectious  com- 
plaints was  notified  except  a solitary  attack  of  diphtheria  in  a 
paralysed  adult  in  the  Union  House  who  had  been  an  inmate  of 
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the  infirmary  for  some  years.  A fatal  attack  of  this  disease  in 
a weakly  child  was  registered  in  June — it  had  not  been  pre- 
viously reported  nor  could  any  known  exposure  to  infection 
be  traced. 

Two  attacks  of  anthrax  were  reported — one  of  which  was 
fatal,  the  patient  being  a lad  employed  in  a brush  factory. 
On  enquiry  into  the  circumstances  it  was  stated  that  he  hardly 
worked  at  all  with  hair,  but  almost  entirely  with  cocoa  fibre. 
It  was  however  admitted  that  he  had  to  a small  extent  been 
working  with  Russian  hair — but  apparently  no  one  else  who 
was  using  the  same  parcel  suffered  any  ill  effects.  I had  all 
that  remained  of  the  parcel  destroyed.  The  case  was  a 
perfectly  clear  one,  beginning  with  a small  pimple  on  the  chin 
for  some  days,  which  he  scratched  off  on  November  lOth.  Two 
days  later  there  was  extensive  swelling  beneath  the  chin,  which 
rapidly  extended  down  the  neck  and  front  of  the  chest,  attended 
with  grave  general  symptoms  and  he  died  on  the  14th.  The 
anthrax  bacillus  was  found  in  a portion  of  diseased  tissue 
sent  up  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association  by  the  medical  man 
attending  the  case,  as  well  as  other  organisms.  The  second 
case  was  that  of  an  adult  who  worked  at  a fellmonger’s,  but  it 
was  found  impossible  to  trace  the  skins  which  he  had  been 
handling.  The  patient  recovered. 

The  registered  births  of  the  year  were  M.  139,  F.  146,  total 
285,  and  the  deaths  194,  viz.;  first  quarter,  59;  second  quarter, 
49;  third  quarter,  39;  fourth  quarter,  47  — from  which  a 
deduction  has  to  be  made  of  fifteen  of  the  thirty  occurring  in 
the  Union  House  and  nine  of  the  thirteen  in  the  District 
Hospital  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district,  while  three 
deaths  in  the  County  Asylum  and  in  Reading  Hospital  of 
previous  residents  have  to  be  added — making  the  corrected 
number  M.  79,  F.  94,  total  173.  The  rates  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  were  births  247,  corrected  deaths  15*0, 
and  the  percentage  of  deaths  to  births  607% — the  infantile 
mortality  (under  one  year)  being  I2’6%  of  the  births. 
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With  the  exception  of  the  one  death  from  diphtheria  already 
mentioned,  the  entire  mortality  from  the  Registrar  General’s 
seven  chief  zymotic  diseases  was  limited  to  diarrhoea,  which, 
certified  under  the  various  designations— diarrhoea,  gastritis, 
enteritis,  gastro-enteritis  and  cholera  infantum — was  fatal  to 
fifteen  persons,  of  whom  twelve  were  infants  ranging  from  a few 
days  to  a few  months  old.  Twelve  of  the  deaths  occurred  in 
September  and  October.  The  rest  were  adults,  one  being 
ninety-seven  years  old.  The  rate,  including  the  diarrhoea 
deaths,  was  1*4,  or  9‘2%  of  the  mortality  from  all  causes — and 
is  nearly  the  same  as  that  from  consumption,  which  was  fatal 
to  eighteen  adults  ranging  from  sixteen  to  sixty-five  years 
of  age. 

Pulmonary  inflammations  account  for  twenty  deaths,  thirteen 
of  which  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  They 
amounted  to  ii*5%  of  those  from  all  causes — the  rate  per 
1,000  being  17. 

The  wasting  and  developmental  diseases  of  children  under 
five  years  old  were  about  equally  fatal — but  of  the  nineteen 
deaths  so  certified  fifteen  were  weakly  infants  who  lived  less 
than  a month. 

Seven  inquests  were  held,  all  being  on  deaths  from  accidental 
injuries. 


HUNGERFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

Approximate  Area  47,000  acres.  Number  of  houses  (1891) 
about  2,100.  Enumerated  population,  Males  4,841,  Females 
4,788,  total  9,629.  Estimated  “ corrected  ” population  at  the 
middle  of  1898 — 9,548. 

During  the  past  year,  the  long  pending  question  of  the 
adoption  of  a sewerage  scheme  for  the  town  of  Hungerford  has 
been  settled  by  the  acceptance  by  the  District  Council  of  that 


prepared  by  Mr.  Ives  on  the  “ universal  ” system,  (two) 
alternative  sites  being  suggested  for  the  outfall  and  the 
necessary  Local  Government  Board  enquiry  thereon  will  be 
held  early  in  1899. 

Mr.  J.  Pinniger,  sanitary  inspector,  reports  1,019  premises 
as  having  been  inspected  during  the  year.  Nuisances  were 
discovered  on  122,  and  all  but  nine  of  them  had  been  abated  at 
its  close. — see  Table  VII. 

In  consequence  of  the  long  continued  absence  of  rain  during 
the  summer  months  the  well  water  supply  became  very  scanty 
in  many  places  and  I advised  the  Council  that  printed  notices 
should  be  freely  distributed  throughout  the  district  calling 
attention  to  the  importance  of  taking  advantage  of  this  circum- 
stance to  have  them  thoroughly  cleaned  out  before  the  setting 
in  of  the  autumnal  rains^  and  forty  were  thus  cleansed  under  the 
direction  of  the  inspector,  several  of  them  being  also  sunk  to  a 
greater  depth.  The  ponds  and  ditches  were  also  generally 
cleaned  out.  Two  samples  of  well  water  were  submitted  to 
analysis  and  both  proved  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality. 

Eight  new  dwelling  houses  have  been  erected  and  certificates 
for  their  water  supply  granted.  Twenty-three  insanitary  or 
over-crowded  houses  were  cleansed  or  repaired  or  the  over- 
crowding abated,  and  four  were  closed  as  unfit  for  occupation. 
The  bakehouses,  twenty-two ; slaughterhouses,  eight ; and 
milk  dealers’  premises,  thirty,  have  all  been  inspected,  and 
with  hardly  an  exception  they  were  found  to  be  moderately 
well  kept.  The  cowsheds,  twenty-nine  in  number  were  also 
inspected,  but  with  the  exception  of  those  on  a few  large  dairy 
farms,  they  are  but  of  an  indifferent  character.  The  general 
rule  in  the  district  is,  however,  to  keep  the  cattle  in  the 
meadows  as  much  as  possible,  only  bringing  them  in  for 
milking  or  during  inclement  weather. 

The  amount  of  notifiable  disease  reported  during  the  year, 
was,  as  in  most  of  the  other  districts,  exceedingly  small,  viz. : 
scarlet  fever,  six  cases ; and  erysipelas,  eleven.  A few  cases 


of  “throat’^  troubles  of  an  indefinite  character  have  been 
enquired  into  at  Hungerford  and  Kintbury  with  reference  to 
the  sanitary  arrangements  and  water  supply  of  the  premises 
where  they  occurred,  but  in  each  instance  these  proved  to  be 
fairly  satisfactory  and  not  to  throw  light  on  the  cause  of  the 
attacks.  As  regards  non-notifiable  infectious  complaints, 
outbreaks  of  measles  occurred  early  in  the  year  in  and  near 
Hungerford  and  again  during  the  summer,  three  deaths  of 
infants  resulting  therefrom ; but  influenza,  which  prevailed  to  a 
considerable  extent  during  the  first  four  months,  was  more 
fatal  in  this  and  the  adjoining  Ramsbury  district  than  in  any 
other  area  included  in  the  Sanitary  Combination  ; it  was 
certified  as  the  cause  of  eight  deaths  of  old  people  in  this  and 
of  thirteen  in  the  Ramsbury  district. 

The  births  registered  in  the  twelvemonth  were  M.  104, 
F.  139,  total  243,  and  the  deaths  123,  viz.;  first  quarter  36; 
second  quarter  34;  third  quarter  34;  fourth  quarter  28. 
Twenty-five  of  these  occurred  in  the  Union  House,  eleven  of 
which  have  to  be  credited  to  Ramsbury  as  previous  residents 
in  that  district,  and  adding  two  of  persons  belonging  to 
Hungerford  who  died  in  the  Reading  and  the  Newbury  District 
Hospitals  respectively,  the  “corrected”  number  is  M.  56,  F.  67, 
total  123,  or  as  nearly  as  possible  SO‘2%  of  the  births. 

Twenty-seven  deaths  of  infants  under  a twelvemonth  old 
were  registered — equal  to  w\%  of  the  births — ten  of  these 
died  within  a month  of  birth.  The  rates  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  were  births  25 -4,  deaths  12*8;  rather  more 
than  75  % of  the  entire  mortality  was  of  children  under  five 
years  old  (thirty-seven)  or  of  persons  over  fifty-five  (seventy-one). 
Of  these  last,  thirty-two  were  above  seventy-five,  seven  over 
eighty-five  and  two  had  passed  their  ninety-fifth  birthday. 
Consideration  of  these  facts  of  the  age  distribution  of  mortality 
— see  Tables  IV  and  V — point  to  the  continuance  of  the 
migration  of  a considerable  portion  of  the  vigorous  and  younger 
part  of  the  population  from  the  district,  to  which,  as  in  some 
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of  the  otherwise  purely  agricultural  areas  in  the  combination, 
attention  has  been  called  in  former  reports.  The  deaths 
from  zymotic  diseases  were  limited,  so  far  as  notifiable  com- 
plaints are  concerned,  to  one  from  erysipelas — and,  including 
three  from  measles,  one  from  whooping  cough,  and  two  from 
infantile  diarrhoea,  they  amount  to  but  4*9%  of  those  from 
all  causes,  or  a death  rate  of  0*6  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Double  the  number  died  from  pulmonary  inflammation,  and 
three  times  as  many  (eighteen)  from  the  wasting  and  con. 
vulsive  diseases  of  early  childhood — 487%  of  the  mortality 
under  flve  years  of  age  being  thus  accounted  for.  Five  deaths 
only  were  recorded  from  consumption,  all  being  persons  below 
middle  age. 

Of  four  inquests  that  were  held  during  the  year,  three  were 
on  deaths  from  accident,  the  other  was  from  ‘'natural  causes.” 


RAMSBURY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Approximate  area  50,000  acres,  containing  about  1,800  houses 
at  the  census  of  1891  and  a population  of  Males  3,715, 
Females  3,673,  total  7,388;  which,  assuming  the  same  annual 
rate  of  decrease  as  in  the  decennium  1881-91  is  estimated  at 
6,819  middle  of  1898,  the  mean  density  of  population 

being  nearly  3*8  persons  per  house,  and  over  seven  acres  per 
head. 

The  sanitary  inspector,  Mr.  J.  Pinniger,  reports  the  inspection 
of  1,025  premises  during  the  year,  on  108  of  which  ordinary 
nuisances  were  found.  Of  these,  ninety-six  have  been  abated 
without  the  necessity  for  proceedings  before  the  Justices 
arising.  Twelve  cottages  were  found  to  be  foul,  dilapidated  or 
overcrowded,  and  two  of  them  were  voluntarily  closed  as  unfit 
for  habitation.  In  consequence  of  the  long  continued  drought 
of  the  past  summer  and  autumn,  cautionary  notices  were 
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generally  distributed  thoughout  the  district  advising  the 
cleansing  of  wells  and  sources  of  water  supply  before  the  rains 
set  in,  and  thirty-four  wells  were  cleansed  under  the  inspector’s 
directions,  several  being  sunk  to  a greater  depth  so  as  to  obtain 
a better  supply.  The  ponds  and  ditches  were  also  generally 
cleaned  out  throughout  the  district.  The  cowsheds,  forty-one ; 
milkshops,  forty-five ; slaughter-houses,  six ; and  bake-houses, 
twenty-two,  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  be,  on  the 
whole,  fairly  well  kept  ; actual  nuisances  being  found  to  exist 
on  six  only  of  the  whole  number,  but  except  in  the  case  of  a 
few  large  dairy  farms  in  the  district,  the  cowsheds  (which, 
however,  are  but  little  used,  the  cattle  lying  out  for  the  most 
part)  are  of  indifferent  character. 

Two  samples  of  well  water  from  a large  board-school  have 
been  submitted  to  analysis  and  found  to  be  one  of  good  and  the 
other  of  fair  quality.  The  defective  sanitary  arrangements  of 
Savernake  School  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report  have  also 
now  been  remedied. 

There  has  been  but  a very  small  amount  of  notifiable 
infectious  sickness  reported  during  the  past  year,  viz. : small 
pox,  one ; scarlet  fever,  one  ; diphtheria,  seven  (in  four  families)  ; 
enteric  fever,  two,  and  erysipelas,  seven — total  eighteen. 

The  small  pox  case  was  one  of  modified  variola  in  a vac- 
cinated adult  and  the  source  of  infection  could  not  be  traced  : 
the  other  members  of  the  family  were  re-vaccinated  and 
removed  to  another  cottage  for  a fortnight’s  observation  before 
being  allowed  to  go  to  their  usual  employment. 

The  attack  of  scarlet  fever,  a mild  one,  could  not  be 
accounted  for ; there  had  not  been  any  known  exposure  to 
infection,  the  child  had  not  been  out  of  the  parish  where  there 
were  no  other  cases. 

Of  the  two  attacks  of  enteric  fever,  one  was  that  of  a female 
adult  who  came  home  ill  from  service  at  Chiswick.  The 
second,  a fatal  case,  was  that  of  a young  child  whose  recog- 
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nised  illness  lasted  only  three  days ; the  well  water  had  been 
very  low  and  bad  in  quality  prior  to  the  illness. 

The  seven  diphtheria  attacks,  the  first  of  which  was  fatal, 
occurred  during  the  autumn  in  four  families  living  at  Aldbourne, 
of  whom  two  lived  in  adjoining  cottages  ; the  other  two  were 
apparently  unconnected  with  these  earlier  cases,  but  were 
themselves  related,  and  near  neighbours. 

Of  the  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases,  influenza  was  much 
the  most  fatal,  and  measles  the  most  generally  prevalent, 
and  although  this  last  complaint  occasioned  only  a single 
infantile  death,  it  became  necessary  to  temporarily  close  the 
schools  at  Great  Bedwyn,  Savernake,  Shalbourne,  Aldbourne, 
and  East  Grafton  for  some  five  or  six  weeks  each,  on  account  of 
its  rapid  spread. 

The  births  registered  in  the  year  were  M.  74,  F.  no,  total 
184,  and  the  deaths  124,  viz. : first  quarter,  48  ; second  quarter 
21  ; third  quarter,  25  ; fourth  quarter,  30;  to  which  ii  have  to 
be  added  of  persons  dying  in  Hungerford  Union  House,  but 
belonging  to  this  district,  making  the  “ corrected  ” number, 
M.  66,  F.  69,  total  135,  and  equivalent  to  the  unusually  high 
percentage  of  73’4^  of  the  births.  Nearly  half  the  deaths — 
(65 — or  48%  of  those  at  all  ages)  were  of  persons  above  sixty- 
five  years  of  age.  The  nineteen  infantile  deaths  (under  one 
year)  being  only  10-3^  of  the  births  ; and  of  these  seven  were 
weakly  or  prematurely  born  children  living  less  than  a week. 

The  births  were,  however,  seventeen  fewer  and  the  corrected 
deaths  twenty-four  in  excess  of  those  in  1897;  the  greater  part 
of  this  increase  occurring  amongst  old  people.  The  rates  per 
1,000  living  were — births,  27*0,  deaths,  19  8. 

Of  the  six  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases,  equivalent  to  a rate 
of  0*9  per  1,000,  four  were  of  children  under  five  years  old,  the 
others  being  two  from  senile  diarrhoea.  Influenza,  which 
prevailed  in  several  parts  of  the  district  during  the  early  months 
of  the  year,  was  twice  as  fatal  as  the  whole  of  the  Registrar 
General’s  “seven  chief  zymotic  diseases,”  and  it  occasioned 
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thirteen  deaths;  all  but  one  being  adults  or  old  persons  and 
from  pulmonary  complications. 

Nearly  the  same  number  resulted  from  consumption  and 
from  lung  inflammations,  viz.  : ten  and  eleven  respectively,  the 
rates  per  i,ooo  being  1*5  and  r6  or  about  Z%  of  the  deaths 
from  all  causes  for  each. 

The  developmental  diseases  of  infants  and  young  children 
account  for  fourteen  deaths  under  five  years,  being  48*3%  of 
the  entire  mortality  at  this  age  period  and  including  the  seven 
feeble  or  immature  infants  already  referred  to. 

Eight  inquests  were  held;  four  being  on  deaths  from  ac- 
cident mostly  burns  (three),  and  the  others  from  various 
“ natural  causes.” 


ABINGDON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  40,869  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  2,000  approxi- 
mately. Enumerated  population  Males  4,792,  Females  4,487, 
total 9,279.  Estimated  “corrected”  population  at  the  middle 
of  1898 — 9,239. 

During  the  past  year  the  sudden  occurrence  of  a sharp 
outbreak  of  enteric  fever  at  Sunningwell  and  a succession  of 
limited  outbreaks  of  scarlet  fever  at  Steventon  under  circum- 
stances in  which  satisfactory  isolation  was  hardly  possible  in 
the  cottages  invaded  have  demonstrated  the  real  need  that 
there  is  for  the  provision  of  an  isolation  hospital,  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Joint  Hospital  Board 
for  the  Rural  and  Urban  district  has  nov/  been  definitely 
constituted,  that  two  acres  of  land  have  been  secured  for  the 
purpose  at  a convenient  distance  from  the  town  of  Abingdon, 
also  that  the  amount  of  accommodation  to  be  provided  has 
been  fixed  at  six  wards  of  two  beds  each,  with  two  four-bed 
wards,  all  having  a floor  space  of  140  square  feet  and  an  air 
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space  of  2,000  cubic  feet  per  bed,  the  whole,  together  with  a 
central  administrative  block,  to  be  a substantially  built  brick 
building.  Plans  were  invited  for  competition  in  accordance 
with  these  conditions,  and  in  due  course  the  selected  plan  was 
forwarded  for  approval  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  by 
whom  certain  alterations  in  it  have  been  required. 

The  provision  of  a public  water  supply  for  the  village  of 
Milton  has  also  been  determined  on,  and  the  plan  for  the  same 
prepared  by  Mr.  Geo.  Winship  having  been  accepted  by  the 
Council,  a Local  Government  enquiry  was  held  at  Milton  in 
November  by  Col.  A.  C.  Smith,  R.E.,  one  of  the  inspectors  of 
the  Board  with  reference  thereto. 

Mr,  T.  B.  Warren,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  yearly  return  of 
work  done  in  the  district — see  Table  VII — reports  the 
inspection  of  134  premises,  55  being  examined  in  detail. 
Nuisances  were  discovered  on  84  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
67  had  been  abated,  mostly  relating  to  ill -kept  closets  and 
drains  or  to  insanitary  houses.  The  matter  of  the  Radley 
College  drainage  referred  to  in  the  report  for  last  year,  has 
now  been  satisfactorily  arranged — the  sewerage  being  entirely 
diverted  from  the  roadside  ditch  into  which  it  had  been  allowed 
to  pass — and  utilized  on  adjoining  land.  Five  samples  of 
drinking  water  were  taken  for  analysis,  of  which  three  were 
from  Sunningwell  in  connection  with  the  typhoid  outbreak 
there.  Nine  cowsheds,  eleven  bakehouses,  four  slaughter- 
houses, twenty-five  piggeries  and  seven  canal  boats  were 
inspected,  and  generally  found  in  fairly  satisfactory  condition. 
Plans  have  been  submitted  under  the  Building  Bye-laws  for  the 
erection  of  five  new  houses  in  the  district. 

The  attacks  of  notifiable  infectious  complaints  reported 
during  the  year  were  scarlet  fever,  fifteen ; diphtheria,  six ; 
enteric  fever,  seventeen ; puerperal  fever,  two  ; erysipelas,  one. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Nearly  all  the  notified  cases  occurred  in  the 
village  of  Steventon,  where  it  had  made  its  appearance  in  the 
autumn  of  1897  and  attacks  were  notified  from  time  to  time  up 
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to  the  close  of  the  yesiv ; and  again,  in  two  fresh  families  early 
in  Jannary,  1898.  After  an  interval  of  two  months  it  was 
reported  in  another  house,  and  again  in  June  in  a fourth 
family,  after  which  time,  and  up  to  November,  it  appeared  in 
one  or  more  fresh  houses  each  month,  till  eleven  in  all  had 
been  invaded.  Every  practicable  precaution  was  taken  to 
put  a stop  to  its  spread,  but  the  village  consists  mainly  of  old 
cottages  in  which  satisfactory  isolation  is  difficult,  or  scarcely 
practicable  from  the  remissness  of  the  parents  of  the  children 
attacked  in  recognizing  its  importance.  Special  care  was 
taken  to  prevent  school  attendance  from  houses  where  there 
was  known  infection,  but  in  some  instances,  children  were 
found  coming  to  school  in  the  “ peeling  ” stage  who  had  not 
had  any  medical  attendance  and  whose  attacks  had  not  been 
notified.  The  only  other  cases  notified  during  the  year  were 
one  at  Wytham  and  one  at  Old  Botley  in  November;  there 
was  not  any  spread  of  infection  at  either  place. 

Diphtheria  was  only  notified  twice,  the  first  case  was  in 
February,  at  Milton,  in  a child  who  was  on  a visit  from 
London  ; the  other  was  during  November,  at  a cottage  in 
Steventon,  in  which  five  of  the  children  were  attacked 
successively. 

Enteric  Fever. — In  the  middle  of  January,  a carrier’s  lad 
living  at  a cottage  on  Boar’s  Hill,  who  was  taken  ill  a little  time 
before,  was  removed  to  the  Abingdon  Cottage  Hospital, 
where  his  illness  was  notified  as  an  attack  of  enteric  fever  on 
the  17th,  and  he  died  on  the  26th  of  the  month.  Three  days 
later,  a boy  living  at  Bayworth,  Sunningwell,  was  attacked, 
the  case  being  notified  on  February  8th,  on  which  day  another 
case  in  the  village  of  Sunningwell  itself  was  reported,  and 
some  others  were  in  the  invasion  stage  of  the  complaint.  The 
second  case  had  also  been  taken  to  Abingdon  Cottage  Hospital 
and  a nurse  was  obtained  at  once  to  attend  to  the  other 
patients. 

A considerable  portion  of  the  water  supply  of  Sunningwell 
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was  taken  from  a protected  dip-hole  at  the  head  of  the  village 
pond,  which  is  fed  by  a constantly  flowing  spring  coming  down 
from  the  high  ground,  of  which  Boar’s  Hill  forms  a part. 

Samples  of  the  drinking  water  were  taken  for  analysis  from 
the  well  at  the  Bayworth  cottage,  from  the  spring  entering  the 
pond,  and  from  another  well  at  a cottage  near  it.  The  flrst 
two  proved  to  be  distinctly  polluted,  the  third  being  free  from 
any  evidence  of  fouling.  The  course  of  the  spring  in  question 
was  traced  up  in  the  direction  of  the  high  ground  to  its  point  of 
issue,  and  a careful  inspection  was  made  of  the  drainage 
arrangements  of  every  house  on  Broom  Hill,  Foxcombe  Hill, 
Boar’s  Hill  and  the  vicinity.  These  hills  are  on  the  lower 
Bagshot  formation,  overlying  the  Kimmeridge  Clay  and  Coral 
Rag  on  which  Bayworth,  Sunningwell,  and  Wootton  are 
situated.  It  was  found  that  the  drainage  of  some  of  the  larger 
residences  was  pumped  on  to  the  high  ground  and  soaked 
away  in  it.  The  discharges  from  the  actual  fever  case  on 
Boar’s  Hill  had  been  similarly  disposed  of.  As  Boar’s  Hill  is  the 
gathering  ground  of  the  water  supply  of  Abingdon,  springs  and 
streamlets  issuing  from  it  at  various  points,  I advised  both  the 
Rural  and  the  Urban  authorities  that  a thorough  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  should  be  made  of  the  water,  both 
of  the  Sunningwell  spring  and  of  the  Abingdon  water  supply. 
This  was  made  in  the  laboratory  of  the  Jenner  Institute  of 
Preventive  Medicine,  and  it  was  found  that  while  the  Abingdon 
water  (from  Wooton)  was  in  all  respects  satisfactory  and  pure, 
grave  suspicion  attached  to  that  of  the  Sunningwell  spring, 
although  the  typhoid  bacillus  was  not  identifled. 

As  further  cases  cropped  up  and  it  was  not  possible  for  them 
to  be  properly  treated  in  their  own  cottages,  while  it  was 
manifestly  desirable  that  the  village  school  should  be 
temporarily  closed,  the  consent  of  the  school  managers  was 
obtained  for  the  use  of  the  school  room  as  an  isolation  hospital, 
to  which  the  fresh  patients  were  removed.  From  the  beginning 
of  the  outbreak  to  April  6th,  fifteen  cases  were  notified  in  eight 
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families ; with  the  exception  of  the  first  all  recovered,  and  by 
the  end  of  May  the  temporary  hospital  was  closed.  Another 
attack  was  notified  in  the  middle  of  July,  the  patient  being-  a 
young-  woman  who  had  assisted  in  nursing-  the  previous  cases. 
She  was  removed  to  the  Abing-don  Cottage  Hospital  and  there 
was  no  spread  of  infection.  A solitary  attack  was  also  notified 
in  June  at  Marcham,  the  disease  had  apparently  been  con- 
tracted in  Oxford.  The  two  notified  attacks  of  puerperal  fever 
were  without  sanitary  importance,  but  the  drainage  arrange- 
ments of  the  house  in  which  the  case  of  erysipelas  occurred 
were  bad. 

Of  the  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases,  measles  was  much 
the  most  prevalent  and  it  resulted  in  seven  deaths  of  infants,  or 
more  than  half  the  entire  “ zymotic  mortality  of  the  year.  It 
prevailed  very  extensively  in  April  and  May,  especially  at 
Appleton  and  at  Kingston  Bagpuze,  the  schools  being  closed 
for  some  time  in  consequence.  In  the  late  autumn,  whooping 
cough  was  reported  in  various  places  in  the  district  and  it 
occasioned  three  infantile  deaths. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  M.  no,  F,  121, 
total  231,  and  the  deaths  112,  viz.:  first  quarter,  36;  second 
quarter,  34;  third  quarter,  16;  fourth  quarter,  26;  to  these, 
twenty  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  but  occurring  in 
institutions  outside  it  have  to  be  added,  viz.:  Union  House, 
fifteen ; County  Asylum,  two ; Abingdon  Cottage  Hospital, 
three;  making  the  “corrected’’  number  M.  73,  F.  59,  total 
132,  or  57-1%  of  the  births,  which  were  at  the  rate  of  25  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  the  death  rate  being  14.3, 
this  last  being  i-8  per  1,000  in  excess  of  that  of  1897.  The 
increase  was  chiefly  in  the  deaths  of  persons  above  sixty-five, 
though  there  was  also  a small  rise  in  those  of  infants  and 
young  children,  the  deaths  of  infants  in  their  first  year  being 
10*4%  of  the  births,  and  of  persons  above  sixty-five  46*9%  of 
the  deaths  at  all  ages. — see  Table  V.  With  the  exception  of 
the  death  from  enteric  fever  in  Abingdon  Cottage  Hospital 
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already  referred  to,  nearly  the  entire  mortality  from  zymotic 
diseases  was  of  young  children,  and  due  to  measles,  seven ; 
whooping  cough,  three ; and  diarrhoea,  two  ; which,  however, 
accounts  for  9-8%  of  those  from  all  causes,  and  a rate  of 
1*4  per  1,000. 

The  mortality  from  consumption  was  very  small,  only  four 
deaths  being  certified  as  resulting  from  it,  being  3 % of  those 
from  all  causes,  and  the  death  rate  0*4  per  1,000. 

Pulmonary  inflammation  accounted  for  twenty-seven  deaths, 
nine  being  young  children  and  the  others  almost  entirely  aged 
persons,  fifteen  of  them  occurred  in  the  first  three  months  of 
the  year;  and  four  were  recorded  from  influenza  with  lung 
complications,  of  which  three  were  aged  inmates  of  the  Union 
House. 

The  wasting  and  convulsive  developmental  diseases  of  young 
children  caused  ten  deaths,  being  nearly  a third  of  all  those  at 
this  age  period — the  zymotic  mortality  accounting  for  another 
third.  Four  of  the  deaths  were  of  infants  less  than  a week  old. 

Ten  inquests  were  held,  half  of  them  on  sudden  deaths  from 
“natural  causes  ” and  the  rest  from  injuries  or  drowning. 


CULHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  13,689  acres.  (About)  830  inhabited  houses  in  1891. 
Enumerated  population  Males  1,365,  Females  1,327,  total  2,692, 
estimated  at  2,610  to  the  middle  of  1898. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Tompkins  in  his  return  for  the  year  reports  the 
inspection  of  eighty-four  premises  and  the  discovery  of 
nuisances  on  fifty-three,  all  of  which  were  abated,  and  related 
chiefly  to  insanitary  houses  and  ill-kept  closets  and  drains. 

The  premises  of  the  twelve  registered  cowkeepers  and 
milk  dealers  in  the  district  were  periodically  inspected  and 
generally  found  satisfactory — but  in  the  course  of  the  year 
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nuisances  were  found  and  abated,  in  eight  cases.  In  one 
instance  only  were  the  general  arrangements  bad — improve- 
ments have  already  been  made  there  and  additional  works  are 
to  be  carried  out.  The  only  slaughter-house  in  the  district  is 
well  kept,  as  are  the  bake-houses  (seven),  the  piggeries  (six), 
and  the  canal  boats  (eight),  all  of  which  were  duly  inspected. 

The  notifications  of  infectious  complaints  received  during  the 
year  were,  scarlet  fever,  twenty-five;  diphtheria,  four;  enteric 
fever,  four;  and  in  relation  to  these  outbreaks  I presented  a 
report  to  the  District  Council  with  reference  to  the  small 
cottage  isolation  hospital  at  Clifton  Hampden. 

Scarlet  Fever.  — With  the  exception  of  a single  case  at 
Nuneham  Courtenay,  reported  at  the  end  of  June,  the  origin  of 
which  could  not  be  satisfactorily  traced,  and  from  which  there 
was  not  any  spread  of  infection,  the  district  was  free  from  this 
complaint  until  the  third  week  in  September,  when  it  broke  out 
at  Toot  Baldon,  and,  the  history  of  the  earliest  cases  coming 
under  medical  care  pointing  to  probable  school  infection,  the 
children  attending  the  school  were  examined,  when  it  was  found 
that  several  of  them  were  in  the  peeling  stage  of  the  complaint 
and  eight  cases  were  at  once  notified.  The  school  was  closed 
forthwith,  and  as  in  two  of  the  families  affected  the  fathers  were 
milkers  at  a neighbouring  large  dairy  farm,  five  of  the  children 
were  removed  to  the  small  hospital  at  Clifton  Hampton,  and  their 
cottages  were  disinfected  immediately,  the  men’s  work  at  the 
farm  being  stopped  in  the  meantime.  During  the  next  few 
days  attacks  were  notified  in  two  other  families,  and  as  it  was 
found  that  in  every  instance  the  milk  used  by  the  cottagers 
came  from  one  purveyor,  an  inspection  was  made  of  this  farm 
and  it  was  found  that  three  of  the  children  there  were  also 
suffering  from  mild  attacks  though  no  medical  man  had  been 
called  in.  Fortunately,  however,  the  dairy  work  was  entirely 
separated  from  the  dwelling-house,  and  having  communicated 
with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  Oxford,  to  which  city  the 
greater  part  of  the  milk  from  the  farm  was  sent,  and  learning 
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from  him  that  they  were  quite  free  from  scarlet  fever,  so  that 
there  was  no  question  of  any  cases  having-  arisen  from  this 
supply,  I did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  stop  the  continued 
distribution  of  the  milk,  but  the  observance  of  strict  precautions 
as  to  non -communication  between  the  house  and  the  dairy 
premises  was  insisted  on.  Up  to  the  end  of  September  eighteen 
cases  had  been  notified  in  seven  families  and  eight  of  them  had 
been  taken  to  hospital,  which  was  now  so  full  that  no  more 
could  be  received ; during  October  three  more  were  notified  in 
Toot  and  Marsh  Baldon,  and  in  December  attacks  were 
reported  in  two  families  at  Clifton  Hampden  and  one  at 
Drayton,  when  the  outbreak  came  to  an  end.  All  the  attacks 
ended  in  recovery,  and  the  school  at  Toot  Baldon  was  re- 
opened after  thorough  disinfection  and  cleansing  at  the  end  of 
eight  weeks. 

The  great  pressure  which  there  was  on  the  available 
accommodation  at  the  Clifton  Hampden  Hospital,  and  the  fact 
that — while  it  was  not  possible  even  to  receive  into  it  all  the 
cases  of  this  complaint  that  it  would  have  been  desirable  to 
have  taken  in — an  attack  of  enteric  fever  occurred  at  a cottage 
in  Nuneham  at  the  same  time,  which,  had  it  been  possible, 
should  have  had  the  advantage  of  treatment  in  hospital,  led  me 
to  report  to  the  Council  on  the  insufficiency  of  the  accommo- 
dation it  provided,  and  the  practical  impossibility  of  dealing 
with  more  than  one  disease  at  a time  there,  pointing  out  also 
the  advantages  on  the  score  both  of  economy  and  of  efficiency 
which  it  appeared  to  me  would  result  if  the  Culham  District 
Council  could  see  their  way  to  unite  with  the  Abingdon  Rural 
and  Urban  Hospital  Board  to  form  a Joint  Authority  in  this 
matter  for  all  the  three  sanitary  districts.  This  view  however 
did  not  commend  itself  to  the  Council. 

Diphtheria  was  only  notified  in  two  families,  viz.,  in  June  at 
Marsh  Baldon,  where  three  attacks  occurred  in  a very  over- 
crowded cottage  and  the  cases  were  removed  for  treatment  to 
the  hospital,  and  again  in  November  when  a fatal  attack 
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occurred  in  a house  at  Stadhampton — the  drainage  arrange- 
ments of  the  house,  which  was  otherwise  in  good  sanitary 
order,  were  found  to  be  defective  and  were  subsequently 
remedied. 

Enteric  Fever  was  notified  on  four  occasions — there  being 
but  a single  case  in  each  locality.  The  first  occurred  in  May 
at  Marsh  Baldon  and  was  a very  mild  attack  without  definite 
history.  The  second  was  at  an  institution  where  on  inspection 
some  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  were  found  to  be  very 
defective  and  to  require  reconstruction,  which  was  carried  out. 
The  next  case  was  in  an  isolated  cottage  at  Nuneham — and  as 
the  father  of  the  patient,  who  was  the  only  other  inmate,  had 
only  recently  lost  his  wife  and  there  was  no  one  to  attend  to 
the  girl,  it  would  have  been  most  desirable  to  have  removed 
her  to  the  hospital  had  it  not  been  already  quite  full  of  scarlet 
fever  cases  from  Baldon.  A nurse  was,  however,  obtained  to 
take  charge  of  the  patient — but  owing  to  the  scanty  accommo- 
dation and  the  loneliness  of  the  place  there  was  a good  deal  of 
difficulty  in  making  satisfactory  arrangements.  The  last  case 
occurred  at  Sandford  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  was  of 
an  indefinite  character,  not  being  notified  till  the  close  of  the 
sixth  week  from  the  beginning  of  the  illness. 

The  registered  births  of  the  year  were  M.  43,  F.  30,  total  73, 
and  the  deaths  37,  viz. : first  quarter,  10;  second  quarter,  7; 
third  quarter,  12;  fourth  quarter,  8 — increased  by  five  deaths 
in  the  Union  House  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district — the 
“corrected”  number  being  M.  21,  F.  21,  total  42,  and  amounting 
to  577%  of  the  births.  The  birth  rate  was  28  per  1,000  and 
the  corrected  death  rate  i6*i. 

Only  two  deaths  were  due  to  “zymotic”  complaints,  viz., 
the  one  from  diphtheria  already  referred  to  and  one  from 
whooping  cough. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  three  and  pulmonary  inflammations 
to  six  persons— but  2196  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes  were  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age  who  died  from  the  wasting  and 
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convulsive  diseases  of  early  childhood.  The  details  of  the 
respective  death  rates,  &c.,  are  given  in  Tables  IV  to  VI. 

Six  inquests  were  held  during  the  year,  viz.,  two  on  deaths 
from  accidental  injuries,  one  from  .drowning  and  three  from 
“ natural  causes.’" 


ABINGDON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  750  acres.  Number  of  inhabited  houses  (census  of  1891) 
1,387.  Enumerated  population,  Males  3,044,  Females  3,5 13  ; 
total  6,557,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1898  at  6,346. 

During  1898,  the  detailed  house  to  house  inspection  of  the 
smaller  houses  in  the  town  has  progressed  steadily,  325  out  of 
a total  of  367  premises  inspected  during  the  year  having  been 
reported  on  in  detail  to  the  Council.  But  few  actual  nuisances 
were  discovered,  the  principal  insanitary  conditions  noted 
relating  to  insufficiency  or  absence  of  through  ventilation  as 
regards  a good  many  of  the  older  houses,  and  the  relative 
deficiency  of  W.C.s  for  the  number  of  tenements  in  several  of 
the  courts.  Comparatively  few  of  the  closets  were  found  to  be 
unprovided  with  flushing  apparatus  and  a water  supply  therefor 
from  the  town  mains,  but  in  some — not  many — cases  they  were 
out  of  order  and  could  not  be  used. 

Structurally,  the  very  great  majority  of  the  houses  proved 
to  be  sound  and  in  fairly  good  condition,  but  in  a large 
proportion  of  them  it  was  found  that  while  the  excellent  and 
pure  water  of  the  municipal  supply  was  laid  on  to  655  premises, 
it  was  mostly  used  for  flushing  purposes,  drinking  water  being 
obtained  from  the  often  impure  and  generally  suspicious 
shallow  wells,  which  are  still  so  commonly  used  throughout  the 
town. 

This  matter  was  again  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Town  Council,  but  owing  to  the  long  continued  dry  summer 
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weather,  and  while  the  new  adits  at  the  waterworks  were  in 
course  of  construction,  it  was  thought  desirable  not  to  press 
the  question  for  the  moment ; in  fact,  the  Surveyor  states  in  his 
reports,  that  it  was  only  by  care  in  the  management  of  the 
supply  that  it  was  found  possible  to  maintain  a constant 
service  at  all  times,  and  to  keep  the  pressure  in  the  mains  up  to 
the  normal  standard,  which  was,  however,  accomplished, 
except  on  one  day  only,  when  the  pressure  fell  very  low. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  instructions  were  given  by  the 
Council  for  the  examination  of  samples  taken  from  the  wells 
in  question,  and  this  matter  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  coming 
year. 

Mr.  Winship,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  work  done 
in  1898,  reports  367  premises  inspected;  the  detailed  survey 
of  the  325  thus  examined,  included  the  measurement,  lighting, 
ventilation,  and  structural  condition  of  each  room,  number  of 
inmates  (adults  and  children  under  twelve);  the  number,  condi- 
tion, and  flushing  arrangements  of  closets;  the  nature  of  water 
supply,  and  the  character  and  condition  of  the  paving  in 
the  courts. 

Only  eight  actual  nuisances  were  discovered,  for  which 
formal  notices  were  served,  and  they  were  all  abated.  Four 
related  to  overcrowding,  and  two  each  to  bad  closets  and 
drains.  Water  supply  was  provided  in  sixteen  cases, 

The  three  registered  cow  sheds  and  twelve  milk  shops  in  the 
district  were  visited  and  found  to  be  in  good  order,  with  the 
exception  that  in  seven  instances  the  water  supply  is  from 
ordinary  wells  and  instructions  have  been  given  by  the  Council 
for  analyses  to  be  made  of  the  same. 

The  milk  sold  by  the  dealers  is  obtained  from  dairy  farms 
situate  in  the  rural  district.  There  are  now  no  piggeries  within 
the  Borough,  and  the  seven  slaughter-houses  are  well  kept 
and  in  good  order,  as  are  the  seventeen  bake-houses.  One 
common  lodging  house  and  nineteen  canal  boats  were  also 
inspected. 
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The  Borough  has  shared  in  the  general  freedom  from 
epidemic  outbreaks  which  characterized  the  year.  Only  one  ^ 

case  of  scarlet  fever,  and  one  of  diphtheria  were  notified  (the  j 

cause  of  the  attacks  not  being  cleared  up  in  either  of  them)  ; 
there  were  but  four  attacks  of  enteric  fever,  two  of  which  ' 

occurred  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  one  being  that  of  a lad  • 

received  from  the  rural  district  under  circumstances  referred  to 
in  the  report  for  that  district,  which  led  me  to  advise  the 
Council  that  a complete  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis 
be  made  of  the  town  water,  samples  being  sent  to  the  Institute 
of  Preventive  Medicine  for  this  purpose.  The  analytical  report 
on  these  samples  was,  in  all  respects,  satisfactory. 

The  second  ca.se  was  that  of  a boy  who  contracted  the  disease 
while  in  the  hospital  for  another  complaint  and  while  the 
preceding  one  was  still  a patient  in  it. 

The  third  attack  notified  was  of  a somewhat  doubtful  ^ / 
character  in  a very  young  child,  and  neither  in  it  nor  in  the 
fourth  was  anything  found  in  the  houses  where  they  lived,  or 
in  the  history  of  the  illness  to  throw  light  on  the  cause. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  an  isolation  hospital  has 
progressed  as  far  as  the  formation  of  a Joint  Board  for  the 
Abingdon  Rural  and  Urban  Districts  only  (Culham  declining 
to  join  it),  the  purchase  of  a site  in  the  Marsham  Road,  and  the 
preparation  of  plans  for  the  building,  which,  however,  will  require 
modification  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  I look  forward  to  the  carrying  out  of  this  useful  wor^ 
in  the  coming  year,  and  to  its  valuable  results  in  checking 
outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases  in  the  future. 

The  births  registered  in  1898  were  M.  66,  F.  71,  total  137, 
and  the  deaths  1 19,  viz.  : first  quarter,  42;  second  quarter,  35  ; 
third  quarter,  22 ; fourth  quarter,  20  — twenty-nine  of  which 
occurred  in  the  Union  House  and  five  in  the  Cottage  Hospital. 
Deducting  twenty-three  of  those  who  belonged  to  the  rural  i 

districts,  with  one  sudden  death  of  a stranger,  and  adding  seven'  ? 

deaths  in  the  County  Asylum  of  persons  previously  resident  in 
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the  Borough,  the  corrected  number  is  M.  46,  F.  56,  total  102, 
being  74*4^  of  the  registered  births,  which  were  at  the  rate  of 
21*6  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  and  the  death  rate 
i6-i.  Seventeen  deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of  five  years 
or  167^  of  those  at  all  ages;  of  these  fifteen  died  in  their 
first  year  and  eight  were  feeble  or  prematurely  born  infants 
who  lived  less  than  a month.  Exactly  half  the  total  mortality, 
i.e.  fifty-six  deaths,  were  of  persons  above  fifty-five,  of  whom 
forty-one  were  over  seventy-five  years  old : thus  accounting  for 
the  rather  high  death  rate  of  the  year. 

With  the  exception  of  three  deaths  of  infants  from  diarrhoea 
during  the  autumn,  the  fatal  attack  of  diphtheria  already 
mentioned  constituted  the  whole  zymotic  mortality  of  the 
year,  which,  including  them,  was  at  the  low  rate  of  0 6 per  i ,000. 

Consumption  accounts  for  eleven  deaths,  or  nearly  11%  of 
those  from  all  causes,  with  a rate  of  [7  per  1,000,  which  is,  as 
in  1897,  considerably  in  excess  of  the  mean  rate  of  the 
combined  districts  for  this  disease. 

Heart  affections  were  fatal  to  the  same  number  of  persons, 
and  pulmonary  inflammations  to  thirteen,  while  wasting  and 
convulsive  diseases  of  nutrition  and  development  accounted  for 
nearly  60%  of  the  seventeen  deaths  of  children  under  five 
years  old. 

Three  inquests  were  held  on  deaths  from  accident,  and  five 
from  “ natural  causes.” 


WALLINGFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  23,759  acres.  Number  of  houses  (1891)  about  1,270. 
Enumerated  population,  Males  3,300,  Females  3,267,  total  6,567. 
Estimated  “corrected”  population  at  the  middle  of  1898  (ex- 
cluding patients  in  the  County  Asylum)  6,275. 

During  the  past  year  the  new  sewerage  works  at  North 
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Hagbourne  and  Didcot  have  been  completed  and  the  putting 
in  of  the  house  connections  has  been  well  advanced.  A plan 
for  the  water  supply  of  the  place,  which  would  also  have 
furnished  flushing  water  for  the  sewers  was  prepared  by  Mr. 
Baldwin  Latham,  and  was  submitted  by  the  Council  at  a con- 
ference with  the  parishioners  living  within  the  special  drainage 
area,  but  after  a good  deal  of  discussion  it  was  not  adopted  by 
the  meeting.  In  the  month  of  March  the  whole  of  the  North 
Hagbourne  wells  were  inspected  as  to  their  condition  and 
surroundings,  and  it  was  found  that  for  the  most  part  they  were 
shallow  or  surface  water  wells  of  an  unreliable  character.  In 
September  a second  special  examination  of  them  was  made,  the 
supply  having  run  dangerously  short  in  consequence  of  the 
prolonged  absence  of  rain,  when  it  appeared  that  only  forty-one 
out  of  the  seventy-flve  wells  which  serve  the  155  houses  in  the 
place  had  a sufficient  supply.  It  had  become  very  scanty  in 
thirteen  and  had  failed  entirely  in  twenty-one.  Advantage 
was  taken  of  this  state  of  things  to  have  them  cleaned  out, 
several  being  deepened  some  three  or  four  feet,  when  a good 
supply  was  obtained.  At  Didcot  also,  where  a similar  inspec- 
tion was  made,  there  were  thirty-four  wells  for  the  supply  of 
seventy-one  houses  — including  the  Railway  Station  and  six 
hotels  and  inns.  Of  these,  fourteen  only  had  a good  supply, 
ten  a scanty  one,  and  ten  were  dry.  Some  of  them  were 
deepened  with  good  results.  At  North  Moreton,  where  fifty 
houses  were  inspected  during  the  continuance  of  the  drought, 
only  ten  had  a sufficient  water  supply,  twenty-two  a scanty  one, 
and  twenty-six  none  at  all. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Lay,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  for  the  year, 
reports  the  inspection  of  654  premises — 247  of  them  in  detail — 
especially  in  Aston-Tirrold,  Brightwell,  Cholsey,  East  and  North 
Hagbourne,  North  and  South  Moreton,  and  Long  Wittenham. 
Nuisances  were  discovered  on  550 — of  which  about  half  (264) 
were  abated  at  his  request,  264  being  reported  to  the  Council 
and  forty-eight  formal  notices  served.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
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461  had  been  remedied,  being-  mostly  matters  of  bad  closets  or 
drains  (sixty-nine  dry  closets  being-  put  in)  and  of  deficient 
water  supply. — see  Table  VII. 

Special  reports  were  made  to  the  Council  as  to  the  drainage 
of  East  Hagbourne  and  of  South  Moreton  (at  both  of  which 
places  much  of  the  slop  sewage  was  found  to  pass  into  the 
village  drain  and  some  into  the  watercourse);  as  also  on  Aston- 
Tirrold  Schools  and  other  premises  there.  At  Aston  and  South 
Moreton  the  necessary  works  have  been  or  will  be  carried  out, 
but  as  yet  not  at  East  Hagbourne. 

Twenty-six  cowsheds  and  milkshops  were  inspected,  eleven 
bake-houses  and  thirty  piggeries ; no  nuisances  were  found 
except  as  regards  ten  of  the  piggeries  and  these  were  abated. 
As  regards  the  cowsheds  in  the  district,  the  usual  practice  is 
not  to  keep  the  cattle  in  them  habitually,  but  only  to  take  them 
in  for  milking,  or  for  housing  in  bad  or  cold  weather. 

Six  houses  were  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  ten 
samples  of  well  waters  were  taken  for  analysis,  some  of  them 
in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  fever  and  other  zymotic  com- 
plaints; two  proved  to  be  of  fair  quality,  five  were  distinctly 
polluted,  and  the  others  were  low  class  waters. 

The  matter  of  the  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  the 
district,  in  conjunction  with  the  Crowmarsh  Rural  District  and 
the  Borough  of  Wallingford,  has  been  fully  gone  into,  and  the 
Councils  of  the  three  having  agreed  to  the  formation  of  a 
united  Hospital  Authority  and  District,  a site  has  been  pro- 
visionally secured,  a boring  made  to  ascertain  the  probable 
character  of  the  water  supply,  and  plans  for  the  buildings  have 
been  invited  from  competing  architects. 

Only  twenty-three  notifications  of  attacks  of  infectious  illness 
were  received  during  the  year,  viz.,  scarlet  fever,  six;  diphtheria, 
one  ; enteric  fever,  nine ; puerperal  fever,  one ; erysipelas,  six. 

Scarlet  Fever. — With  one  exception  only  a single  attack 
occurred  in  any  family  or  place,  they  were  notified  at  intervals 
of  some  months,  in  widely  separated  localities  in  the  district, 
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and  without  any  traceable  connection  with  each  other  or  known 
exposure  to  infection,  except  possibly  as  regards  the  last  two 
which  might  have  been  connected  with  an  outbreak  in 
Wallingford  that  occurred  at  the  same  time,  though  no  direct 
communication  could  be  made  out  as  to  either  of  them. 

The  only  diphtheria  case  was  without  traceable  history. 

Enteric  Fever. — Five  of  the  nine  notified  cases  occurred  in 
the  County  Asylum,  two  being  attendants  and  the  others  lunatic 
inmates  of  the  institution  ; four  attacks  proved  fatal.  Of  the 
remaining  cases,  one  occurred  in  an  insanitary  cottage  at 
Brightwell,  and  the  other  three  were  in  a family  residing  at 
Cholsey — where  there  was  some  reason  to  think  that  the  com- 
plaint was  contracted  outside  the  district;  but  the  well  water 
at  the  house  was  found  to  be  sewage  polluted  on  analysis. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were,  M.  71,  F.  63, 
total  134,  and  the  total  number  of  deaths  amounted  to  13 1,  viz.: 
first  quarter,  38;  second  quarter,  34;  third  quarter,  29;  fourth 
quarter,  30.  Fifty-three  of  these  occurred  in  the  County  Lunatic 
Asylum,  all  but  two  of  which  have  to  be  excluded  as  not 
belonging  to  the  district.  The  corrected  number,  after  the 
addition  of  eight  deaths  in  the  Union  House  and  Cottage 
Hospital  of  persons  received  from  it,  is  M.  49,  F.  36,  total  85, 
or  63-4^  of  the  births — which  were  forty-nine  below  the  total 
of  the  previous  year,  and  at  the  low  rate  of  21*3  per  1,000 — the 
corrected  death  rate  being  13-5  and  the  percentage  of  infantile 
deaths  to  births  the  high  one  of  17*9^. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  amongst  the  general 
population  of  the  district  were  limited  to  two  from  whooping 
cough  and  five  from  diarrhoea,  all  but  two  of  the  last  named 
being  children  under  five  years  old — but  two  deaths  of 
attendants  in  the  County  Asylum,  from  enteric  fever  with 
complications,  have  to  be  included — making  the  total  nine,  or 
8*4%  of  those  from  all  causes,  and  at  the  rate  of  1-4  per  i,(DOO. 

Consumption  accounted  for  ten  deaths,  or  ir8^  of  the  entire 


45 


mortality,  the  ages  at  death  ranging  between  four  and  seventy- 
six  years.  The  rate  being  r6  per  i,ooo. 

Pulmonary  inflammations  were  fatal  to  thirteen  persons, 
chiefly  in  the  first  half  year ; the  death  rate  and  percentage  of 
total  deaths  being  2'i  and  15*3%  respectively. 

There  were  sixteen  deaths  of  young  children  under  five  from 
developmental  diseases,  amounting  to  i8-8%  of  those  from  all 
causes  and  to  a death  rate  of  2’6;  six  of  these  were  immature 
or  weakly  infants  who  lived  less  than  a month. 

Six  inquests  were  held  during  the  year,  one  on  a suicidal 
death  from  a gunshot  wound,  the  others  on  sudden  deaths 
from  natural  causes. 


CROWMARSH  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
Area  18,558  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  about  1,204. 
Enumerated  population  Males  2,587,  Females  2,563,  total  5,150, 
estimated  to  the  middle  of  1898  at  5,012. 

The  question  of  the  water  supply  of  the  village  of  Woodcote, 
which,  from  time  to  time,  has  been  under'  the  consideration  of 
the  Concil  within  the  last  few  years,  became,  during  the  late 
hot  and  dry  summer,  a pressing  one — as  in  consequence  of 
the  long  continued  absence  of  rain  all  the  rain-w'ater  tanks 
belonging  to  the  houses  which  had  them  were  emptied,  the 
ponds  which  are  almost  the  only  other  source  of  supply  for  the 
place  being  entirely  dried  up,  so  that  there  was  a complete 
water  famine ; while  one  or  two  even  of  the  few  deep  wells 
which  there  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place,  all  but  failed  in  their 
supply.  I reported  very  fully  to  the  Council  on  the  matter,  by 
whom  it  was  carefully  considered  and  as  a temporary  measure 
of  relief,  arrangements  were  made  to  cart  up  water  for 
immediate  use  until  the  rains  set  in,  and  advantage  was  taken 
of  the  dry  state  of  the  large  pond  known  as  the  “CanaP'  to  have 
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it  thoroughly  cleaned  out  and  secured  as  far  as  possible  against 
the  risk  of  fouling.  Notices  were  also  issued  to  the  occupiers 
advising  them  to  clean  out  all  rain-water  tanks.  Proposals 
were  considered  by  the  Council  for  providing  a permanent 
supply,  which  should  not  be  dependent  on  the  chances  of  a 
greater  or  less  amount  of  rainfall  stored  up  in  the  pond  as 
heretofore.  One  being  to  provide  a deep  boring  and  to  raise  the 
water  therefrom  to  a sufficient  reservoir,  by  means  of  a wind 
engine,  from  which  it  would  be  conveyed  by  pipes  to  suitable 
points  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants.  Alternative  plans  were 
put  forward  for  obtaining  a supply  from  the  works  of  the  Goring 
Company,  or  by  providing  a certain  number  of  suitably  prepared 
catchment  areas  to  receive  the  rainfall  and  convey  it  to  under- 
ground tanks  as  had  been  done  in  some  neighbouring  localities. 
Unfortunately  the  rateable  value  of  Woodcote  appears  to  be 
insufficient  to  allow  of  the  carrying  out  of  any  scheme  involving 
considerable  outlay  and  the  matter  has  remained  in  abeyance, 
except  in  so  far  as  the  improvement  and  cleansing  the  “ CanaU^ 
pond  is  concerned. 

At  Newington,  a small  village  at  the  other  end  of  the  district, 
which  also  has  not  any  proper  supply,  wells  of  moderate  depth 
being  useless,  and  the  collection  of  the  rain  water  falling  on  the 
cottage  roofs  impractible,  as  most  of  them  are  thatched, 
various  proposals  have  been  made  for  utilizing  the  Thame 
stream  and  arranging  filtering  beds  so  as  to  render  the  water 
fit  for  drinking,  but  its  flow  is  so  sluggish  and  it  is  so  much 
blocked  by  vegetation  that  it  is  questionable  if  such  a plan 
would  yield  satisfactory  results  and  the  whole  question  is  under 
consideration  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Fox,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  the  year’s 
work,  reports  325  premises  as  inspected.  Nuisances  were 
discovered  on  ninety-eight  and  all  but  three  were  abated  by 
the  end  of  the  year,  fifty-three  being  formally  reported  to  the 
Council.  The  cow-houses,  slaughter-houses,  bake-houses, 
piggeries  and  canal  boats  were  visited  and  were  found 
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g’enerally  to  be  in  fairly  good  order,  only  eight  nuisances  in  all 
being  discovered,  half  of  which  related  to  ill-kept  swine. 

Six  samples  of  water  were  submitted  to  analysis — four  of 
them  in  connection  with  attacks  of  enteric  fever  notified  in 
Benson  Parish.  All  but  one  proved  to  be  of  very  fair  quality 
and  failed  to  afford  any  evidence  of  sewage  pollution. 

One  complaint  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  as  to  discharge 
of  sewage  into  the  Thame  stream  at  Dorchester,  was  enquired 
into.  It  proved  to  be  a slight  escape  at  the  outfall  and  was 
remedied  by  a little  modification  of  the  arrangements  there. 

The  only  notifications  of  infectious  attacks  received  during 
the  year  were  of  six  cases  of  enteric  fever  and  two  of  erysipelas. 
All  the  enteric  attacks,  with  two  exceptions,  were  in  different 
parts  of  Benson  Parish.  There  was  not  any  traceable  connec- 
tion between  them,  they  occurred  at  considerable  intervals  of 
time  and  place  and  there  was  nothing  in  the  way  of  a common 
water  or  milk  supply  to  account  for  them.  The  sanitary  ar- 
rangements of  two  or  three  of  the  houses  were  not  found  to  be 
satisfactory,  but  the  defects  noted  were  out  of  doors  and 
insufficient  to  explain  the  attacks — they  were  subsequently 
remedied. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  M.  79,  F.  67, 
total  146,  and  the  deaths  73,  viz:  first  quarter,  19;  second 
quarter,  16;  third  quarter,  14;  fourth  quarter  24;  to  which  six 
have  to  be  added  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  who  died 
in  Wallingford  Union  House,  making  the  corrected  number 
M.  40,  F.  39,  total  79  and  equal  to  54*1  % of  the  births. 

The  infantile  deaths  (six)  were  only  4*1  % of  the  births — those 
occurring  under  the  age  of  five  years  being  but  I3’996  of  those 
of  all  ages,  while  S4’4%  were  persons  above  sixty-five  and 
33%  were  over  seventy-five.  The  rates  for  the  year  per  1,000 
of  the  population  were,  births  29’ i,  corrected  deaths  15*7. 

With  the  exception  of  five  infantile  deaths  from  diarrhoea  in 
the  autumn  months,  the  mortality  from  zymotic  complaints  was 
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nil,  but  these  accounted  for  6.3^  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes 
and  a rate  of  i.o  per  1,000. 

Consumption  accounted  for  nine  deaths,  and  pulmonary 
inflammations  for  ten,  being  11-49^  and  12-8^  of  those  fromall 
causes,  and  the  respective  rates  per  1,000,  i'8  and  2.0. 

There  were  only  three  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of 
age  from  wasting  diseases,  but  with  those  of  the  five  infants 
who  died  from  diarrhoea  they  account  for  nearly  three-fourths 
— 727% — of  the  mortality  at  this  age  period. 

Seven  inquests  were  held,  viz. : two  on  deaths  from  suicide, 
three  from  drowning,  with  one  from  accidental  injury  and  one 
from  natural  causes. 


WALLINGFORD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  380  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  605.  Enumerated 
population  Males  1,472,  Females  1,517,  total  2,989,  estimated, 
after  deduction  of  the  “ Rural  District  ” inmates  of  the  Union 
House,  at  2,993  at  the  middle  of  1898. 

In  the  Report  for  1897,  reference  was  made  to  the  un- 
satisfactory condition  of  the  sewage  farm  and  the  proposal  for 
the  adoption  of  the  Exeter  method  of  treatment,  which  failed  to 
obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  The 
direct  management  of  the  farm  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Town  Council,  and  greatly  in  consequence  of  the  interest 
taken  in  it  by  the  Mayor  of  the  borough,  it  has  been  brought 
into  a very  satisfactory  state,  no  nuisance  being  discoverable  at 
any  time  that  I have  visited  it. 

Mr.  S,  C.  Johns,  sanitary  inspector,  reports  the  inspection  of 
235  premises  during  the  year  and  the  detection  of  nuisances  on 
fifty-four,  all  of  which  have  been  abated. — see  Table  VII.  I have 
made  a house  to  house  inspection  of  several  of  the  courts  in  the 
town  and  insanitary  conditions  found  in  fifteen  houses  have 
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been  abated — one  being-  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation.  A 
report  was  laid  before  the  Council  as  to  the  insanitary  condition 
of  the  Kine  Croft  Brook,  and  by  their  order  it  was  thoroughly 
cleaned  out  and  cautionary  notices  were  put  up  warning 
persons  against  putting  polluting  or  obstructive  matters  into  it. 
The  cow-sheds  and  milk-shops,  slaughter-houses  and  bake- 
houses were  inspected  and  found  to  be  properly  kept. 
Complaint  having  been  made  to  me  with  respect  to  some  of  the 
piggeries  on  the  allotments,  I inspected  them  and  nuisances 
were  abated  on  six. 

The  notifications  received  of  infectious  attacks  were — scarlet 
fever,  fourteen ; diphtheria,  one ; enteric  fever,  two ; puerperal 
fever,  one  ; erysipelas,  one. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  first  case  reported  occurred  in  Septem- 
ber and  it  proved  fatal — its  origin  could  not  be  traced — and 
the  house  was  in  good  sanitary  condition.  A week  later,  two 
attacks  occurred  in  another  family,  apparently  without  any 
connection  with  the  preceding  case.  After  an  interval  of  a 
month,  three  cases  occurred  in  another  house,  which  were 
followed  by  others  at  intervals  of  a week  or  so  till  fourteen 
cases  in  nine  families  had  been  notified.  As  some  of  the 
children  had  attended  the  same  school,  the  principal  closed  it 
temporarily  and  had  the  rooms  thoroughly  disinfected  before  it 
was  re-opened.  The  cases  were  for  the  most  part  placed  in 
charge  of  trained  nurses,  but  the  outbreak  had  not  entirely 
ceased  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Only  the  first  case  had  a fatal 
termination. 

The  notified  cases  of  the  other  zymotic  complaints  were 
solitary  attacks— the  origin  of  which  could  not  be  traced— but 
from  which  there  was  no  spread. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  M.  38,  F.  26, 
total  64,  and  the  deaths  58,  viz.:  first  quarter,  16;  second 
quarter,  8;  third  quarter,  15;  fourth  quarter,  19;  of  which 
thirteen  in  the  Union  House,  and  one  in  the  Cottage  Hospital 
were  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district.  Excluding  these 
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and  adding  one  of  a previous  resident  who  died  in  Reading 
Hospital  the  corrected  number  is  M.  22,  F.  23,  total  45, 
amounting  to  70*49^  of  the  births,  which  were  at  the  rate  of  2r4 
per  1,000,  the  death  rate  being  15.0  and  the  percentage  of 
infantile  deaths  to  births  187%,  the  twelve  deaths  occurring 
under  the  age  of  one  year,  amounting  to  267  96  of  those  at  all  ages. 
Between  the  ages  of  one  and  twenty-five  years  there  was  only  a 
single  death  during  the  year,  and  the  mortality  from  zymotic 
complaints  included  only  the  one  death  from  scarlet  fever 
already  mentioned,  and  two  from  infantile  diarrhoea.  Six  were 
recorded  from  consumption,  seven  from  pulmonary  inflammations 
and  eight  from  the  developmental  diseases  of  children  under 
five  years  old — these  last  amounting  to  66796  of  the  entire 
mortality  at  this  age  period.  The  respective  rates  per  r,ooo 
and  the  percentages  of  deaths  from  all  causes  will  be  found  in 
Tables  V.  and  VI. 

Two  inquests  were  held — one  on  a death  from  accidental 
burns,  and  the  other  from  natural  causes.” 


BRADFIELD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  55.215  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  about  3,040. 
Approximate  enumerated  population.  Males  7,736,  Females 
7,447,  total  15,183.  Corrected  estimate  to  the  middle  of  1898  — 

15,950. 

In  the  report  for  1897  reference  was  made  to  the  want  of  a 
sufficient  and  reliable  water  supply  for  a number  of  cottages 
(about  twenty-two)  at  King’s  Hill,  Burghfield,  where  the 
cottages  were  entirely  dependent  on  a small  neighbouring 
watercourse,  which  was  found  on  analysis  to  be  unreliable  in 
quality,  and  which  also  is  nearly  dried  up  in  summer  or  after 
any  lengthened  absence  of  rainfall.  1 reported  fully  to  the 
Council  on  the  matter,  and  ultimately  a bored  tube  well  was 
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provided,  going"  down  into  the  chalk,  from  which  a sufficient 
supply  of  excellent  quality  was  obtained — the  cost  being 
defrayed  by  private  subscriptions.  The  water  supply  of 
another  block  of  twelve  cottages  in  the  vicinity  of  the  preceding 
has  been  improved,  the  owner  having  provided  two  additional 
wells,  and  at  Tilehurst  some  twenty  of  the  older  cottages  have 
been  furnished  with  a supply  from  the  mains  of  the  Tilehurst 
Water  Company. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  hospital  provision  for 
infectious  cases  the  Council  have  entered  into  arrangements 
with  a landowner  to  rent  a plot  of  about  half  an  acre  of  land 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bradfield  Union  House  on  which  a 
temporary  “emergency”  hospital  might  be  put  up  when 
required.  During  the  past  year  there  has  not  been  any  occa- 
sion to  utilize  it. 

Mr.  Thos.  Windle,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  for  the 
year,  reports  the  inspection  of  537  premises,  on  sixty-eight  of 
which  nuisances  were  discovered.  By  the  end  of  the  year  all 
but  eight  of  them  had  been  abated. — see  Table  VII.  Twenty- 
two  related  to  defective  closets  and  drains,  sixteen  to  bad 
water  supplies,  and  twenty-three  to  foul  or  overcrowded  houses. 
One  was  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  two  were  pulled 
down.  Forty-one  houses  had  water  supplies  provided  and 
water  certificates  were  granted  for  fifteen  new  houses. 

Twenty  cow-sheds  were  inspected  and  with  one  exception 
were  found  in  good  order.  Most  of  those  in  the  district  are 
roomy,  properly  ventilated  and  well  kept,  many  indeed  being 
practically  almost  open  sheds,  so  that  there  is  almost  a complete 
absence  of  the  insanitary  conditions  which  favour  tuberculosis 
in  the  cattle  kept  in  them.  Six  slaughter-houses,  seventeen 
bake-houses  and  five  canal  boats  were  visited,  no  nuisance  was 
found  on  any  of  them. 

Sixty-five  sets  of  plans  for  new  houses  to  be  erected  in  the 
district  were  passed  by  the  Council. 

Only  twenty-eight  notifications  of  infectious  attacks  were 
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received  during  the  year,  viz.:  scarlet  fever,  twelve;  diphtheria, 
eight ; enteric  fever,  five  ; erysipelas,  three — being  only  half 
the  number  notified  in  1897  (fifty-six)  and  a fourth  of  those  (i  18) 
in  the  preceding  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  twelve  cases  occurred  in  eight  different 
families  and  were  spread  over  the  whole  year  and  a good  part 
of  the  district.  In  three  cases  the  complaint  was  contracted 
outside  the  district,  in  two  instances  what  evidence  was  obtain- 
able pointed  to  infection  having  been  taken  from  persons  dis- 
charged from  hospitals  before  infectiousness  had  entirely  ceased. 

Diphtheria. — The  eight  cases  occurred  in  seven  families,  the 
first  four  were  isolated  attacks  unconnected  with  each  other 
and  without  traceable  history  except  in  one  instance  (a  fatal 
case),  where  the  infection  was  taken  in  London.  The  later 
cases  were  a group  of  four  at  Burghfield  Common  (three  of 
which  had  a fatal  termination)  and  the  complaint  was  doubtless 
contracted  at  school,  where  several  of  the  children  had  been 
suffering  from  “throat’’  troubles  for  which  medical  advice  was 
•not  obtained,  just  before  these  attacks  began.  The  general 
sanitary  condition  of  the  school  in  question  was  fairly  good — 
but  it  was  temporarily  closed  and  improvements  were  made  in 
the  ventilation  of  the  class-room,  in  the  free  circulation  of  air 
round  the  schools  (by  cutting  down  a number  of  trees  which 
impeded  it)  and  in  some  of  the  drainage  arrangements ; com- 
plete disinfection  and  cleansing  being  carried  out  before  they 
were  again  opened. 

Enteric  Fever. — Each  of  the  five  cases  notified  was  a solitary 
attack.  The  first,  reported  in  January,  was  an  imported  one. 
The  history  of  the  next,  notified  in  March  in  Bradfield  parish, 
could  not  be  traced.  In  the  third  case,  at  Aldermaston,  the 
illness  was  attributed  to  offensive  emanations  from  an  accumu- 
lation of  the  village  sewage  at  the  outfall  close  to  the  gravel 
pit  where  the  patient  worked,  and  the  arrangements  were 
entirely  reconstructed.  The  fourth  case  was  at  a dirty  and 
jnsanitary  cottage  at  Bradfield,  but  without  any  definite  history 
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of  exposure  to  infection,  and  in  the  fifth  the  patient  came  home 
ill  from  an  insanitary  house  at  Brentwood,  where  he  had  been 
staying-. 

As  regards  non-notifiable  infectious  complaints,  influenza, 
measles  and  whooping-  cough  were  the  most  prevalent.  It  was 
found  necessary  to  temporarily  close  Aldermaston,  Bradfield, 
Beenham,  Burghfield,  and  Binge  Wood  schools  on  account  of 
extensive  outbreaks  of  measles — and  Tilehurst  for  one  of 
whooping  cough. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were,  M.  169,  F.  172, 
total  341,  and  the  deaths  190,  viz.:  first  quarter,  55  ; second 
quarter,  50;  third  quarter,  42;  fourth  quarter,  43 — from  which 
two  have  to  be  deducted  as  not  belonging  to  the  district,  viz. : 
an  inmate  of  the  Union  House  received  from  Goring,  and  a 
suicidal  death  by  drowning  of  a man  living  in  London,  while 
ten  deaths  in  Reading  Hospital  and  one  in  the  County  Asylum 
of  previous  residents  have  to  be  added,  making  the  corrected 
number  M.  lOi,  F.  98,  total  199,  and  amounting  to  58*4%  of 
the  births,  which  were  at  the  rate  of  21-3  and  the  corrected 
deaths  12-5  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population;  the  infantile 
deaths,  twenty-four  in  number  (a  third  of  which  were  infants  of 
whom  only  one  lived  more  than  a week)  were  in  the  propor- 
tion of  7%  of  the  births.  The  percentage  of  deaths  occurring 
under  the  age  of  five  years  was  considerably  under  the  average 
of  the  year,  amounting  to  only  18*5%,  while  nearly  35%  were 
between  the  ages  of  25-65,  and  357%  were  above  the  last- 
named  age,  viz.:  31  under  75,  26  under  85,  and  14  under 
95  years  of  age. 

The  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  were  twenty 
in  all,  viz. ; the  four  from  diphtheria  already  referred  to,  with 
an  additional  one  in  Reading  Hospital,  and  one  from  enteric 
fever  in  the  same  institution,  five  from  measles,  two  from 
whooping  cough  and  seven  from  diarrhoea — mostly  infantile. 
These  account  for  10%  of  the  total  mortality  and  are  at  the 
rate  of  i'2  per  1,000.  There  were  in  addition  nine  deaths 
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from  influenza  with,  for  the  most  part,  lung*  complications; 
seven  of  them  occurred  in  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  and 
six  were  aged  persons.  One  death  resulted  from  erysipelas 
after  vaccination. 

Consumption  caused  fifteen  deaths  at  ages  between  eight 
and  sixty-two  years,  two-thirds  of  them  being  males,  and  there 
were  sixteen  from  pulmonary  inflammations— the  rates  being 
0*9  and  ro  and  their  proportion  of  the  total  mortality  7*5% 
and  %%  respectively. 

Of  the  thirteen  deaths  referred  to  the  developmental  diseases 
of  children  under  five  years  of  age,  ten  were,  as  already  men- 
tioned, feeble  or  immature  infants  living  only  a few  days. 
Including  these,  the  death  rate  was  0*8,  or  6*5  % of  those  from 
all  causes,  and  they  account  for  35* i%  of  the  mortality  at  this 
age  period. 

Twenty  inquests  were  held,'  six  being  on  suicidal  deaths 
(including  three  by  drowning),  six  on  deaths  from  accident, 
and  eight  from  natural  causes. 


GORING  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  9,155  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  about  620. 
Enumerated  population,  approximately.  Males  1,444,  Females 
1,390,  total  2,834;  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1898 — 3,142. 

Mr.  T.  Windle,  sanitary  inspector,  reports  the  inspection  of 
145  premises,  on  nine  of  which  nuisances  were  found  and 
abated. — see  Table  VII. 

The  long  continuance  of  dry  weather  during  last  summer, 
although  it  did  not  entirely  dry  up  the  ponds  which  furnish  so 
considerable  a part  of  the  water  supply  of  the  cottagers  living 
on  Whitchurch  Hill  and  Goring  Heath,  reduced  it  to  such  an 
extent  that  a special  enquiry  into  the  matter  was  made  early  in 
October,  when  it  was  found  that  most  of  the  ponds  were  nearly 
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dry,  as  were  the  rainwater  tanks  of  those  cottages  which 
possessed  them,  but  that  the  deep  well  on  Whitchurch  Hill  and 
the  rainwater  reservoir  at  Hill  Bottom  still  contained  several 
feet  of  good  water,  and  arrangements  had  been  made  by  two 
of  the  principal  owners  of  cottages  in  the  locality  to  cart  up  a 
sufficient  supply  for  the  requirements  of  their  tenants.  About 
twenty-seven  out-lying  cottages  were  similarly  supplied — in  the 
first  instance — by  private  subscriptions,  but  subsequently  by 
contract  at  the  cost  of  the  District  Council,  so  that  notwith- 
standing the  prolonged  absence  of  rainfall  the  hardships  of  a 
water  famine  in  the  locality  were  prevented,  and  the  actual 
requirements  of  the  time  were  met,  although  nothing  was  done 
to  permanently  increase  and  improve  the  water  supply  of  the 
place. 

At  Mapledurham,  near  the  “ Packsaddle  Inn,”  a storage 
reservoir  was  provided  by  the  owner  of  some  sixteen  cottages 
and  a farm,  for  their  supply,  with  a capacity  of  30  feet  diameter 
and  9 feet  depth,  capable  of  holding  about  38,000  gallons. 

Plans  were  laid  before  the  Council  and  passed  for  twenty- 
eight  new  houses,  and  eight  certificates  of  water  supply  were 
granted. 

The  notifications  of  infectious  disease  received  during  the 
year  were  scarlet  fever,  fifteen  ; enteric  fever,  one. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  first  group  of  four  attacks  occurred  in  a 
farmhouse  at  Mapledurham,  but  their  origin  could  not  be  traced, 
nor  was  there  any  spread  from  it.  The  other  cases  occurred 
in  August  and  September  at  Whitchurch  in  four  families — the 
three  earliest  of  them  were  in  a family  in  which  the  complaint 
had  appeared  in  1886,  but  the  source  of  the  present  infection 
could  not  be  discovered ; probably  the  attacks  in  the  other 
three  families  resulted  from  intercourse  at  school,  which  was 
temporarily  closed.  All  the  cases  recovered. 

Enteric  Fever. — This  was  a solitary  and  fatal  attack,  the 
complaint  had  probably  been  contracted  at  Ramsgate.  The 
house  was  in  good  sanitary  condition. 


The  registered  births  for  the  year  were  M.  26,  F.  35,  total  61, 
and  the  deaths  33,  viz. : first  quarter,  13  ; second  quarter,  9; 
third  quarter,  6;  fourth  quarter,  7;  to  which,  two  of  persons 
belonging  to,  but  dying  outside  the  district  have  to  be  added, 
making  the  corrected  number  M.  13,  F.  24,  total  37. 

The  deaths  were,  therefore,  6o-6^  of  the  births,  the  rate  of 
which  was  the  low  one  of  19-4  per  i,00Q  of  the  estimated 
population,  and  the  deaths  1 1 *8,  both  being  the  lowest  rates  of 
the  year  in  the  entire  combined  district.  The  infantile  deaths 
were  9*8  ^ of  the  births,  and  35  per  cent,  of  those  at  all  ages 
were  persons  above  sixty-five  years  of  age.  The  only  death 
from  any  of  the  chief  zymotic  diseases  during  the  year, 
excepting  four  from  diarrhoea,  was  the  one  already  referred  to 
from  enteric  fever.  One  death  was  referred  to  chicken  pox 
and  five  to  influenza ; excluding  these  last  they  amounted  to 
13*5%  of  those  from  all  causes,  the  rate  being  i-6  per  1,000. 

Consumption  and  the  developmental  diseases  of  children 
under  five  years  old,  each  accounted  for  four  deaths  and 
pulmonary  inflammation  for  three.  The  death  rates  being  1.3 
and  0’9  respectively. — see  Table  IV.  and  VI. 

There  were  not  any  deaths  from  accidental  injuries,  nor  any 
on  which  inquests  were  held. 


COOKHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  27,803  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  2,062.  Enumerated 
population.  Males  4,819,  Females  5,042,  total  9,861.  Estimated 
population  at  the  middle  of  1898  — 10,801. 

Mr.  Millin,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  for  the  past  year, 
reports  the  inspection  of  455  premises,  on  eighty- two  of  which 
nuisances  were  found,  nearly  all  of  which  were  abated  before 
its  close. — see  Table  VII.  Twenty-five  related  to  badly  kept 
closets  and  drains ; twenty-seven  to  foul  and  insanitary  houses, 
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two  of  which  were  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation.  Nineteen 
dairy  farms  and  cowsheds  were  inspected,  on  only  one  of  which 
any  nuisance  was  found.  Their  general  condition  throughout 
the  district  is  fairly  good.  Generally,  the  cattle  are  kept  in  the 
meadows,  being  taken  in  only  for  milking,  except  in  severe 
weather.  The  sheds  themselves  are,  for  the  most  part,  well 
ventilated  by  louvred  shutters. 

In  some  parts  of  the  district  the  long  continued  drought  of  the 
summer  months  resulted  in  an  almost  total  failure  of  the  well 
water  supplies,  especially  at  Waltham  St.  Lawrence,  and  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  a daily  supply 
was  furnished  by  cartage  to  the  houses  where  it  was 
required.  Four  samples  of  water  were  submitted  to  analysis 
from  Littlewick,  all  but  one  were  of  passable  quality.  The 
fourth  was  a “ low-class  ” water.  Towards  the  close  of  the 
drought  “cautions  ” were  widely  circulated  in  the  district  as  to 
the  importance  of  cleansing  all  wells,  watercourses,  &c., 
supplying  water  for  drinking. 

At  Bray,  where  the  Parish  Council  desired  to  provide  a new 
cemetery  in  the  Windsor  Road,  I was  applied  to  by  the  Burial 
Acts  Department  of  the  Home  Office  to  report  on  the  suitability 
of  the  site  proposed,  which  was  subsequently  approved  in 
accordance  with  my  report. 

Complaints  having  been  made  as  to  the  fouling  of  the  stream 
which,  rising  in  the  rural  district  at  North  Town,  skirts  the 
sewage  meadow  and  receives  the  “effluent from  the  sewers 
of  the  Urban  Authority,  I have  on  various  occasions  inspected 
the  same,  and  discussed  the  best  way  of  dealing  with  the 
difficulty,  with  Mr.  Barford,  the  manager  of  the  works,  and  the 
state  of  the  lower  part  of  the  stream  where  it  traverses  the 
rural  district  in  Bray  parish,  has  been  greatly  improved. 

Reports  have  been  presented  to  the  Council  relative  to 
several  recently  built  houses  at  Lock  Mead,  the  sanitary 
arrangements  of  which  were  defective,  also  on  insanitary 
premises  at  North  Town,  Furze  Platt,  Shottesbrook,  &c.,  and 


on  the  disposal  of  the  waste  liquor  from  the  . brewery  at 
Waltham  St.  Lawrence. 

Forty- two  notifications  of  infectious  illness  have  been 
received,  viz. : scarlet  fever,  twenty-three ; diphtheria,  nine ; 
enteric  fever,  fourteen  ; puerperal  fever,  two ; erysipelas,  two. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Although  there  has  not  been  any  general 
outbreak  of  the  complaint  during  the  year,  a few  cases  (in 
eighteen  families)  have  cropped  up  from  time  to  time,  and 
chiefly  in  different  parts  of  Bray,  Cookham,  and  Waltham 
St.  Lawrence,  in  nearly  every  month.  With  the  exception  of  a 
small  group  of  attacks  at  Cox  Green  there  was  not  any 
traceable  connection  between  the  cases,  nor  could  the  channel 
of  infection  be  satisfactorily  made  out,  though  in  some  of 
them  it  was  probably  taken  at  school.  None  of  the  attacks 
were  fatal. 

Diphtheria. — The  nine  notified  attacks  of  this  complaint 
were  in  six  families,  and  three  of  them  had  a fatal  termination. 
The  first  was  at  Cox  Green  at  the  same  time  that  scarlet  fever 
made  its  appearance  there  (in  April),  and  one  child  died. 
The  next  three  cases  reported,  occurred  towards  the  end  of  July 
at  Cookham,  in  a house  which  was  in  fairly  good  sanitary 
condition.  The  first  attack  was  fatal — the  house  was 
thoroughly  fumigated  and  cleansed — but  two  other  cases 
cropped  up  in  it  after  four  or  five  weeks  interval.  In  October, 
solitary  and  quite  unconnected  attacks  were  notified  in  widely 
separated  localities  in  Waltham  St.  Lawrence,  and  in  December, 
one  case  was  notified  of  an  adult  living  at  Cookham,  and 
another  (a  child  two  years  old)  which  ended  in  death  at 
Altwood  Road.  In  none  of  these  attacks  had  there  been  known 
exposure  to  infection. 

Enteric  Fever. — Of  the  six  cases  notified  during  the  year, 
three  occurred  (in  February  and  October)  in  cottages  at  Furze 
Platt.  In  neither  of  them  was  there  any  marked  fault,  or  defect 
in  the  sanitary  arrangements,  and  the  milk  and  water  supply 
was  in  each  case  free  from  suspicion,  one  attack  was  fatal  at 
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the  end  of  three  months.  The  last  case  notified,  in  December, 
was  attributed  to  the  eating-  of  unwholesome  oysters  in  London, 
but  no  definite  evidence  was  obtainable  on  this  point. 

Of  the  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases,  measles  was  the 
most  prevalent,  and,  although  only  two  attacks  proved  fatal,  it 
became  necessary  from  time  to  time  to  close  several  of  the 
elementary  schools  temporarily  on  account  of  the  number  of 
children  attacked,  viz. : Braywood,  Holyport,  Stubbings  and 
Knowle  Hill. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were,  M.  125,  F.  130, 
total  255,  and  the  deaths  115,  viz.:  first  quarter,  32,*  second 
quarter,  21;  third  quarter,  27;  fourth  quarter,  35 — to  which 
eight  in  the  Union  House,  three  in  Reading  Hospital,  two  in  the 
County  Asylum,  and  one  in  the  Maidenhead  Cottage  Hospital 
of  previous  residents  in  the  district  have  to  be  added,  making 
the  “corrected”  number,  M.  65,  F.  64,  total  129 — equal  to 
50’6%  of  the  births,  which  is  nearly  the  lowest  percentage  for 
the  year  of  any  district  in  the  “Combination”  and  7'6%  under 
the  “mean  rate.”  The  infantile  deaths  (viz.:  twenty-seven 
under  one  year)  include  ten  of  immature  or  feeble  infants,  none 
of  whom  lived  a month  and  eight  less  than  a week.  They 
amounted  to  io-6%  of  the  births,  which  were  at  the  rate  of 
23-6  and  the  deaths  i rq  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

The  deaths  from  the  chief  zymotic  diseases  were  fourteen  in 
all,  viz  : three  from  diphtheria,  with  one  from  enteric  fever, 
already  referred  to,  two  from  measles  and  eight  from  diarrhoea 
— mostly  infantile  and  occurring  in  the  autumn  months.  In  all 
they  account  for  I0'8%  of  those  from  all  causes  and  were  at 
the  rate  of  1*3  per  i.ooo. 

Only  six  deaths  were  recorded  from  consumption,  giving  the 
low  rate  of  0-5. 

Of  the  eighteen  deaths  resulting  from  pulmonary  inflamma- 
tions, fifteen  occurred  in  the  first  half  year — they  amounted  to 
1496  of  those  from  all  causes,  the  rate  being  1*7. 
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Developmental  diseases  caused  the  deaths  of  seventeen 
children  under  five  years  old,  being-  46%  of  those  occurring 
at  this  age  period. 

Six  inquests  were  held,  two  being  on  deaths  from  natural 
causes,  one  from  injuries  and  three  from  drowning. 


MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  2^123  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  2,071.  Enumerated 
population.  Males  5,131,  Females  5,476,  total  10,607,  estimated 
to  amount  to  12,217  l^he  middle  of  1898. 

Mr.  Barford,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  for  the  year 
(see  Table  VII)  reports  the  inspection  of  603  premises,  seventy- 
one  of  them  being  surveyed  in  detail,  and  the  work  of  connecting 
houses  with  the  new  sewerage  extension  is  now  practically 
finished,  great  care  having  been  taken  to  ensure  its  being  done 
in  a thorough  and  satisfactory  manner,  each  one  being  tested 
before  the  ground  is  filled  in.  Of  the  102  nuisances  which 
were  discovered,  ninety-four  have  been  abated,  nearly  all 
relating  to  defective  closets  and  drains. 

Five  cottages  at  Boyn  Hill  and  seven  at  Holman  Leaze  have 
been  thoroughly  reinstated  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  and  thirteen  have  had  services 
laid  on  from  the  Water  Company’s  mains.  The  common 
lodging-houses  (four),  cow-sheds  and  milk-shops  (eleven), 
bake-houses  (thirteen),  and  slaughter-houses  (seven)  have  been 
regularly  visited  and  nuisances  discovered  on  five  of  them 
abated.  At  the  request  of  the  Council  I have  advised  as  to  the 
carrying  out  of  a systematic  house  to  house  inspection  of  the 
district  which  will  be  taken  in  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
and  much  time  and  labour  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Barford  to 
the  improvement  of  the  effluent  from  the  sewage  works,  which 
he  has  alreaby  succeeded  in  effecting  to  a considerable  extent. 
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Early  in  the  year  the  condition  of  the  stream  which  skirts  the 
sewage  meadow  in  part  of  its  course  became  a subject  of  com- 
plaint, and  on  inspecting  it  from  its  place  of  origin  in  the  rural 
district,  as  far  down  as  the  lower  part  of  Bray,  I found  that 
there  was  a large  accumulation  of  decayed  organic  matter  in 
its  bed,  up  to  a point  very  considerably  above  that  at  which  the 
sewage  effluent  enters  it,  and  indeed  extending  upwards  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  Borough.  The  unusual  dryness  of  the  summer 
having  nearly  dried  up  this  portion  of  the  stream,  advantage 
was  taken  of  the  opportunity,  by  the  Council,  to  thoroughly  clean 
it  out,  at  a cost  of  nearly  three  hundred  pounds,  in  addition  to 
what  was  done  by  the  riparian  owners  in  part  of  its  course ; 
and  it  may  be  expected  that  this,  in  addition  to  the  improved 
effluent  from  the  sewage  works,  will  restore  the  stream  to  its 
normal  condition. 

Very  few  cases  of  infectious  attacks  (other  than  those  where 
the  death  of  the  patient  came  to  my  knowledge  through  the 
special  returns  received  from  the  District  Registrars)  were 
reported  to  me  throughout  the  year,  but  the  desirability  of 
adopting  the  Notification  Act  being  again  brought  before  the 
Council  for  their  consideration  a resolution  was  passed  to  adopt 
it,  and  in  accordance  therewith  it  will  come  into  operation  at 
the  beginning  of  1899. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were,  M.  153,  F.  163, 
total  316,  and  the  deaths  were  185  in  number,  viz. : first  quarter, 
52;  second  quarter,  36;  third  quarter,  41 ; fourth  quarter,  56 — 
twenty-nine  of  which  occurred  in  the  Union  House  and  six  in 
the  Cottage  Hospital.  Deducting  from  them  eleven  of  those 
in  the  Union  and  one  in  the  Hospital  of  persons  belonging  to 
the  Rural  District,  and  adding  two  deaths  in  the  County  Asylum 
of  former  residents  in  Maidenhead,  the  corrected  number  is 
M.  96,  F.  79,  total  175,  amounting  to  55*4%  of  the  births — the 
rates  per  i,0CX)  of  the  estimated  population  being,  births  25  9, 
deaths  14*3,  the  births  being  a little  in  excess  of  and  the  deaths 
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at  practically  the  mean  rate  for  the  year  of  the  entire  Com- 
bined District. 

As  regards  the  age  at  which  death  occurred — forty-one,  or 
2y4%  of  the  total  mortality,  occurred  within  the  first  year  of 
life,  and  of  these  fifteen  were  immature  or  feeble  infants  who 
lived  less  than  a month,  while  there  were  only  thirty-eight  of 
the  ages  sixty-five  and  upwards.— see  Tables  IV  and  V. 

The  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  were  twenty- 
six,  viz. : scarlet  fever,  two;  diphtheria,  five;  measles,  three; 
and  diarrhoea,  entirely  amongst  infants  less  than  a twelvemonth 
old,  sixteen— of  which  twelve  occurred  in  the  three  autumnal 
months.  In  all  they  accounted  for  14*9^  of  the  total  deaths 
and  were  at  the  rate  of  2*i  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Enquiry  was  made  into  each  of  the  scarlatinal  and  diphtheria 
cases  and  the  respective  premises  were  disinfected  and  cleansed, 
as  also  in  the  few  other  non-fatal  ones  that  ; were  heard  of. 
Although  there  were  only  three  deaths  from  measles  the  com- 
plaint was  very  prevalent  during  the  summer  and  it  seriously 
affected  the  school  attendance  while  it  lasted. 

Consumption  was  fatal  to  twenty  persons,  mostly  males 
(fourteen),  the  ages  at  death  ranging  from  sixteen  to  seventy- 
four  years.  The  rate  was  r6  or  11*4^  of  the  deaths  from  all 
causes. 

There  were  twenty-three  deaths  from  pulmonary  inflamma- 
tions, seven  being  children  under  five  years  old,  in  which  age 
period  twenty-two  children  died  of  developmental  wasting  and 
convulsive  diseases.  The  mortality  in  each  of  these  groups 
was  about  13%  of  that  from  all  causes  with  a rate  of  1*8. — 
see  Table  VI. 

Eight  inquests  were  held,  six  being  on  deaths  from  accident, 
with  two  from  natural  causes. 
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EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
Area  27,033  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  2,579.  Enumerated 
population,  Males  6,846,  Females  6,858,  total  13,704. 
Estimated,  after  deduction  of  '‘special”  inmates  of  “ Institutions  ” 
and  not  belonging-  to  the  district,  as  amounting  to  13,917  at  the 
middle  of  the  year. 

In  the  report  for  1897,  reference  was  made  to  the  un- 
satisfactory character  of  the  effluent  from  the  Bracknell  sewage 
farm,  as  it  is  discharged  into  the  adjoining  watercourse.  It 
has  not  been  found  practicable  by  Mr.  H.  Lloyd,  under  whose 
superintendence  the  farm  is  placed,  to  obtain  with  the  present 
arrangements  an  effluent  that  would  be  accepted  by  the 
Thames  Conservancy,  and  plans  have  been  prepared  by  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Reading,  and  accepted  by  the  District  Council,  for  the 
provision  of  tanks  and  filter  beds  for  the  bacteriological 
treatment  of  the  sewage  before  it  is  passed  on  to  the  land,  so  as 
to  ensure  the  production  of  an  effluent  sufficiently  good  to  go 
into  the  stream ; and  tenders  will  be  placed  for  the  work  as 
soon  as  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  been 
obtained  for  the  loan  which  will  be  necessary  for  the  purpose. 
The  authorities  of  the  Royal  Military  College  at  Sandhurst 
are  also  carrying  out  drainage  works  upon  their  sewage  farm 
with  a view  to  the  improvement  of  the  effluent,  which  discharges 
into  the  Blackwater  River. 

The  building  bye-laws  hitherto  in  force  in  a limited  portion 
of  the  district  only,  have  now  been  extended  to  the  whole  of  it, 
and  I look  forward  to  a considerable  improvement  in  the 
sanitary  arrangements  of  the  houses  which  will  be  erected 
henceforth,  and  especially  in  those  built  for  cottage  occupiers. 

The  exceptional  dryness  of  the  past  summer  has  resulted  in 
a serious  scarcity  in  the  water  supply  of  parts  of  the  district, 
and  especially  in  those  localities  which  are  situated  on  the  clays, 
such  as  Moss  End,  in  Warfield  parish;  Woodside,  in  Winkfield; 
and  Westley  Mills,  &c.,  in  Binfield,  as  the  mains  of  neither  of  the 
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companies  which  supply  parts  of  the  district  were  laid  in  those 
localities  at  that  time,  though  they  are  now  being  extended  to 
Woodside;  and  the  Frimley  Water  Company  have  arranged  to 
lay  mains  in  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Crowthorne  and 
Sandhurst,  though  they  do  not  propose,  as  yet,  to  extend  them 
to  Owlsmoor,  an  outlying  part  of  Crowthorne,  where  a proper 
water  supply  is  much  needed. 

Mr.  H.  Lloyd,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  the  year’s 
sanitary  work,  reports  532  premises  as  having  been  inspected, 
on  forty-four  of  which  nuisances  were  found,  all  of  which  were 
abated. — see  Table  VII.  A house  to  house  inspection  was 
made  of  about  seventy  cottages,  more  or  less  irregularly 
scattered  over  the  moor  land  in  Crowthorne  parish  known  as 
Owlsmoor.  Half  of  them  have  surface  water  wells  sunk  in 
peaty  soil,  in  which  the  water  rises  to  within  a very  short 
distance  of  the  ground  level,  and  contains  much  dissolved 
organic  matter.  Some  ten  or  twelve  of  the  wells  are  unused, 
several  are  undoubtedly  bad,  and  none  of  them  can  be  con- 
sidered reliable.  The  occupiers  of  about  thirty  cottages  fetch 
their  supply  from  a neighbouring  streamlet,  the  water  of  which 
is  of  a peaty  character,  and  it  was  found  that  the  sink  wastes 
of  a few  of  them  discharged  directly  into  it,  or  into  ditches 
communicating  with  it.  As  a good  deal  of  the  ground  is  being 
taken  up  for  the  purpose  of  cottage  building,  it  is  clear  that  a 
good  and  sufficient  water  supply  is  required,  but  I regret  that 
at  the  present  time  it  appears  the  Frimley  Company  are  not 
prepared  to  extend  their  mains  so  far. 

Eight  water  samples  have  been  submitted  to  analysis,  six 
being  proposed  as  supplies  for  new  houses,  of  which  only  one 
was  found  to  be  fairly  passable.  In  one  instance  it  was 
necessary  to  take  proceedings  against  the  owner  of  a new  house 
on  Owlsmoor,  who  allowed  it  to  be  occupied  after  the  certificate 
of  water  supply  had  been  refused  by  the  Council.  At  the  first 
hearing  the  Bench  granted  an  adjournment  for  the  purpose  of 
having  a fresh  analysis  made,  but  the  report  of  the  defendant’s 
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analyst  being  also  condemnatory,  a conviction  was  obtained 
and  the  well  was  closed  and  filled  in. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  dairy  farms  and  cowsheds 
have  had  attention,  no  nuisances  were  found,  but  in  some  cases 
there  is  a tendency  to  crowd  the  cattle  too  closely  in  the  sheds, 
and  to  close  the  ventilators,  conditions  favouring  the  spread  of 
tuberculosis  amongst  them. 

Only  thirty-nine  notifications  of  attacks  of  infectious  com- 
plaints were  received  during  the  year,  viz. : scarlet  fever, 
nineteen  ; diphtheria,  six ; enteric  fever,  three ; erysipelas, 
eleven. 

The  scarlet  fever  cases  occurred  in  nine  families  and  were 
unconnected  with  each  other.  In  two,  the  illness  was  contracted 
outside  the  district,  but  infection  did  not  extend  beyond  the  one 
house  in  any  instance.  No  attack  was  fatal. 

Diphtheria. — In  March,  there  were  three  cases  in  a dirty 
cottage  at  Winkfield  and  one  of  the  children  died.  No  other 
was  reported  till  the  end  of  September,  when  a fatal  attack 
occurred  in  a house  at  Bracknell,  and  a slight  one  on  the 
next  premises,  the  history  of  which  could  not  be  traced,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  month  another  slight  case  was  reported  at  a 
mansion  in  the  district. 

The  three  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  notified  at  intervals  of 
two  months  each,  from  July  to  October,  and  in  different  parts 
of  the  district.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  where 
the  first  occurred  was  very  defective.  The  second  was  an 
imported  case,  the  lad  coming  home  from  Kent  in  the  invasion 
stage  of  the  illness.  The  origin  of  the  third  could  not  be 
traced. 

Of  the  non-notifiable  zymotic  complaints,  measles  was  the 
most  prevalent  early  in  the  year,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
close  two  of  the  elementary  schools  for  some  weeks  on  account 
of  it.  Four  deaths  of  children  resulted  from  it. 

Influenza,  with  pulmonary  complications,  also  prevailed  in 
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various  localities  during-  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  causing- 
eight  deaths,  mostly  of  elderly  persons. 

Diarrhoea,  chiefly  affecting  infants,  was  general  in  the 
district  during  the  autumn — of  the  ten  deaths  resulting  from  it, 
eight  were  of  children  less  than  a twelvemonth  old,  and  the 
other  two  were  aged  persons;  all  of  them  belonging  to  the 
labouring  classes. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  M.  159,  F.  172, 
total  331,  and  the  deaths  210,  viz.:  first  quarter,  58;  second 
quarter,  54;  third  quarter,  45 ; fourth  quarter,  53 — from  which 
nineteen  in  Broadmoor  Lunatic  Asylum  have  to  be  deducted, 
while  three  in  Reading  Hospital  and  four  in  the  County  Asylum 
of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  have  to  be  added,  making 
the  corrected  number  M.  103,  F.  95,  total  198,  and  amounting 
to  59-8%  of  the  births,  which  were  at  the  rate  of  23  8 per  1,000 
of  the  population  and  the  deaths  14-2. 

As  regards  the  ages  at  which  death  occurred,  it  will  be  seen 
(Table  V)  that  the  proportion  of  infantile  mortality  was  low, 
the  twenty-nine  deaths  at  this  age  period,  which  include  ten 
weakly  or  immature  infants  dying  within  a month  of  birth, 
amounted  to  only  14*6^  of  those  at  all  ages,  and  to  8-7%  of 
the  births,  being  considerably  under  the  respective  mean  rates 
of  the  year  for  the  combined  district.  The  same  is  the  case  as 
regards  the  deaths  of  persons  above  sixty-five,  while  the 
percentages  of  deaths  at  the  ages  5-15,  15-25,  and  25-65  were 
proportionately  above  the  averages  of  the  year. 

The  deaths  from  the  chief  zymotic  diseases  have  already 
been  referred  to ; of  the  sixteen  in  this  class,  all  but  those  of 
two  children  from  diphtheria  resulted  from  measles,  four ; or 
diarrhoea,  ten.  They  amount  in  all  to  8*  i % of  the  entire  mortality 
and  were  at  the  rate  of  ri  per  1,000.  Nearly  the  same  number 
were  due  to  consumption — seventeen — the  corresponding  rates 
being  nearly  the  same — seeTable  VI.  Similarly,  the  deaths  from 
pulmonary  inflammations— twenty-six — and  from  the  develop- 
mental diseases  of  children  under  five  years  of  age — twenty- 
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seven — were  practically  identical,  the  rates  being  1*9  per  1,000, 
and  the  proportion  of  deaths  from  all  causes  a little  over  13%. 
The  eleven  deaths  in  the  Union  House  were  of  persons  all  of 
whom  belonged  to  the  district,  while  the  nineteen  of  patients  in 
Broadmoor  Asylum  are  excluded  from  calculation  as  none  of 
them  were  previous  residents  in  it. 

Only  four  inquests  were  held  (other  than  those  always  held 
on  persons  dying  in  the  asylum),  of  which  two  were  on  deaths 
from  natural  causes,  with  one  from  drowning  and  one  from 
accident. 


WINDSOR  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  12,143  acres.  Inhabited  houses  (1891)  about  2,480. 
Enumerated  population  Males  5,991,  Females  6,608,  total 
*2,599,  estimated  at  14,082  to  the  middle  of  1898  after 
correction  for  special  inmates  of  institutions  in  the  district  who 
do  not  belong  to  it. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  sewerage  for  the  rural 
portion  of  the  Parish  of  Clewer  still  remains  undetermined,  but 
pending  the  final  decision  as  to  what  scheme  shall  be  adopted 
and  carried  out,  this  part  of  the  sanitary  district  remains  in  the 
same  sanitarily  insecure  state  as  heretofore,  although  fortunately 
it  has  fully  shared  in  the  general  freedom  from  serious  out- 
breaks of  infectious  diseases  which  has  characterized  the  past 
year,  and  any  nuisances  resulting  from  defective  drainage  ar- 
rangements have  been  dealt  with  as  effectually  as  practicable 
and  as  occasion  required.  The  most  important  of  these  was 
the  flooding  with  sewage  of  the  premises  occupied  by  the  St. 
Augustine’s  Boys’  Home  at  Clewer,  in  consequence  of  the  House 
of  Mercy’s  sewer  becoming  blocked.  This  sewer,  a private  one, 
is  laid  along  the  road  in  which  the  Home  is  situate,  and  the 
gradients  are  such  that,  from  time  to  time,  blockages  occur, 
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and  on  this  occasion,  a great  quantity  of  sewage  was  forced 
up  their  drains,  flooding  the  ground  in  rear  of  the  buildings 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  found  advisable  to  remove  the 
boys  for  a time.  The  ditches  in  the  neighbourhood  and  in 
the  road  by  the  House  of  Mercy,  especially  in  rear  of  the 
cottages,  as  also  at  Clewer  Green,  get  fouled  from  time  to 
time  with  slop  sewage  from  undrained  premises  in  their 
vicinity,  so  that  it  is  necessary  to  clean  them  out  and  use 
disinfectants  freely  to  prevent  them  from  creating  a serious 
nuisance. 

At  Old  Windsor,  complaints  were  received  from  a resident 
of  the  fouling  of  a ditch  near  his  residence,  and  it  was  found 
that  some  of  the  cottages  near  had  slop  drain  connections  with 
a surface  water  drain  which  discharges  into  it.  These  were  cut 
off,  but  there  is  so  little  ground  attached  to  the  cottages  in 
question  that  it  is  not  possible  for  the  tenants  to  properly  deal 
with  their  sewage  and  filth  on  the  premises.  The  cottages 
which  were  re-opened  last  year  after  they  had  been  thoroughly 
reinstated  have  again  become  a subject  of  complaint  on  account 
of  their  being  occupied  by  large  families  (for  which  they  are 
entirely  unfit  as  they  are  very  small  tenements),  and  also  on 
account  of  the  discharge  of  slop  sewage  therefrom  into  the 
watercourse  on  the  further  side  of  the  road.  The  abatement  of 
the  overcrowding  was  ordered  and  the  removal  of  the  overflow 
pipe  from  the  slop  cesspit. 

Reports  have  been  presented  to  the  Council  on  two  insanitary 
cow-sheds  at  Sunningdale,  on  a complaint  from  the  Thames 
Conservancy  of  foul  liquid  discharged  into  a watercourse,  also 
at  Sunningdale,  and  on  various  insanitary  premises  at  Ascot, 
Clewer,  Sunningdale,  Sunninghill,  Old  Windsor,  &c.  Thirteen 
samples  of  well  waters  have  been  submitted  to  analysis,  viz.: 
from  South  Ascot,  six ; Woodside,  two ; The  Rise,  Sunning- 
hill, three ; Sunningdale,  one  ; Clewer,  one — all  proved  to  be 
unfit  for  drinking,  four  being  exceedingly  foul.  The  wells  were 
closed  and  new  supplies  provided,  proceedings  before  the 
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Justices  being  necessary  in  one  case  only,  and  in  it  the  defen- 
dant consented  to  an  order  to  close  the  well  when  the  matter 
came  on  for  hearing. 

Mr.  G.  Watts,  sanitary  inspector,  in  his  return  of  the  year’s 
work,  reports  the  inspection  of  6io  premises,  on  280  of  which 
nuisances  were  found,  the  greater  part — 210 — being  abated  by 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  relating  chiefly  to  foul  closets  and 
drains,  or  to  dirty,  overcrowded  or  dilapidated  houses. — see 
Table  VII. 

Eighteen  cow-sheds  and  milk-shops  were  inspected  and 
nuisances  were  abated  on  four.  They  were  generally  found  to 
be  in  good  order  as  to  cleanliness,  drainage  and  ventilation, 
though  in  most  of  them  the  cattle  had  not  more  than  500  or 
600  cubic  feet  of  air  space  per  head,  and  the  water  supply  in 
the  majority  of  cases  was  from  ponds  only. 

The  bake-houses,  nine;  slaughter-houses,  seven,  and  canal 
boats,  thirteen,  were  visited  and  found  to  be  in  a clean  and 
satisfactory  condition. 

But  a very  small  amount  of  infectious  disease  was  reported 
under  the  Notification  Act  throughout  the  year,  viz. : scarlet 
fever,  eight  cases;  diphtheria,  three;  enteric  and  puerperal 
fever,  one  each ; erysipelas,  seven — and  only  one  had  a fatal 
termination,  viz. : an  attack  of  diphtheria  in  a delicate  lad  of 
sixteen,  a pupil  at  one  of  the  educational  institutions  in  the 
district.  There  was  not  any  connection  traceable  between 
either  of  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  nor  could  any  clue  be  found 
to  their  origin  or  to  either  of  the  diphtheria  attacks. 

The  chief  zymotic  mortality  of  the  year  was  due  to  the  non- 
notiflable  diseases  of  this  class,  viz. : measles,  six  ; whooping 
cough,  four ; and  diarrhoea,  mostly  infantile,  nineteen.  This 
last  caused  the  death  of  fifteen  infants  in  the  months  of  July, 
August  and  September,"]' being  variously  certified  under  the 
names  of  diarrhoea  and  of  gastro-enteritis  by  the  medical  men 
in  attendance. 

As  regards  measles,  outbreaks  were  reported  in  different 
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parts  of  the  district,  and  during-  April,  May  and  June  it  became 
necessary  to  temporarily  close  some  of  the  elementary  schools 
at  Clewer,  as  also  at  Cranbourne  and  Windsor  Great  Park. 

The  births  registered  in  the  year  were,  M.  183,  F.  173, 
total  356,  and  the  deaths  numbered  228,  viz. : first  quarter,  47; 
second  quarter,  53;  third  quarter,  68;  fourth  quarter,  60. 
From  these  seventeen  of  the  twenty-two  that  occurred  in  the 
St.  Andrew’s  Hospital  and  twenty-one  of  the  thirty-seven  in 
the  Union  House  have  to  be  deducted  as  being  persons  not 
belonging  to  the  district,  while  five  deaths  in  Reading  Hospital 
and  three  in  the  County  Asylum  have  to  be  added  as  previous 
residents  in  it.  The  “corrected”  deaths  were,  therefore, 
M.  100,  F.  98,  total  198 — amounting  to  55 ’6^  of  the  births, 
these  being  at  the  rate  of  25-3  and  the  corrected  deaths  14*1 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  There  were  fifty-one 
deaths  of  children  in  their  first  year,  including  ten  immature  or 
feeble  infants  who  died  within  a month  of  their  birth — making 
the  mortality  at  this  age  period  the  high  one  of  14*5%  of  the 
births,  being  the  same  number  as  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years  and  upwards. 

The  zymotic  mortality,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  death 
from  diphtheria  already  referred  to,  was  entirely  from  measles, 
whooping  cough  and  diarrhoea.  It  accounted  for  15*6%  of  the 
deaths  from  all  causes — the  rate  being  1*7  per  1,000.  Fifteen 
were  due  to  consumption  and  sixteen  to  pulmonary  inflamma- 
tions, but  only  one  was  attributed  to  influenza.  The  wasting 
and  convulsive  diseases  of  early  childhood  accounted  for 
twenty-eight  of  the  seventy-four  deaths  at  this  age  period — 
or  37^ — being  nearly  the  same  as  the  mortality  from  zymotic 
complaints  at  the  same  age. — see  Tables  V and  VI. 

Five  inquests  were  held,  three  being  on  deaths  from  accidents 
and  two  from  suicide  by  hanging. 
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EGHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area  7,786  acres.  Number  of  houses  (1891)  2,010,  approxi- 
mately. Population  (Census  1891)  Males  4,844,  Females  5,343, 
total  10,187.  Population  (corrected  for  institutions)  estimated 
at  10,804  to  middle  of  1898. 

The  sanitary  record  of  this  district  during  the  past  year  has 
been  of  an  uneventful  character  in  nearly  all  respects,  inasmuch 
as  it  has  not  been  found  practicable  as  yet  to  obtain  a site  for 
an  isolation  hospital,  whilst  the  amount  of  notifiable  infectious 
disease  reported  was  the  lowest  for  any  year  since  its  formation. 

Early  in  the  year  a public  meeting  was  held  at  the  Egham 
Institute  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  and  Forests,  to  whom  application  had  been 
made  for  the  sale  of  a piece  of  Crown  land  as  a site  for  an 
“infectious  diseases”  hospital.  The  Commissioners  were 
only  willing  to  sell  one  particular  plot,  which  had  the  double 
disadvantage  of  abutting  on  a footpath  much  used  by  the 
inhabitants  in  the  summer,  and  also  of  being  very  liable  to 
persistent  flooding  after  heavy  rainfall.  After  full  discussion  it 
was  resolved  that  the  site  was  unsuitable  for  the  proposed  pur- 
pose, and,  up  to  the  present  time,  no  other  has  been  found. 

The  question  of  the  insanitary  cottages  at  the  “Sandpits” 
has  been  brought  before  the  Chertsey  Bench,  and  closing 
orders  were  obtained  as  regards  fifteen  of  them.  It  has  also 
been  found  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  in  the  matter 
of  a serious  nuisance  arising  from  gipsy  encampments  on  Yard 
Mead,  Egham,  which  is  close  to  the  Thames,  and  within  a short 
distance  of  the  water  works  of  the  West  London  and  Suburban 
("ompany,  who  take  their  supply  from  the  river.  I reported  to 
the  Council  that,  from  the  total  absence  of  any  proper  sanitary 
arrangements  for  these  gipsy  caravans  (some  twenty  in  number), 
there  was  a grave  risk  that  the  Company’s  water  supply  might 
become  dangerously  fouled,  and  after  much  trouble  and  pro- 
tracted litigation  in  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  a perpetual 
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injunction  was  obtained  against  the  principal  owner  to  prevent 
the  land  from  being  used  for  similar  purposes  in  the  future. 
Proceedings  were  also  taken  in  a second  case,  but  they  were 
not  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  desirability  of  periodical  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examinations  of  the  w'ater  supplied  by  the  Company  has  been 
brought  before  the  Council,  and  a joint  arrangement  has  been 
made  with  the  neighbouring  Councils  of  Easthampstead  and 
Windsor  (who  also  are  supplied  by  the  Company)  for  such 
examinations  to  be  made  every  two  months — which  will  come 
into  operation  at  the  beginning  of  1899.  Six  samples  of  well 
water  were  submitted  to  analysis,  all  of  which  were  found  to 
be  seriously  fouled  and  unfit  for  use;  in  one  instance  it  was 
found  necessary  to  take  proceedings  to  obtain  a Justice’s  order 
to  close  the  well. 

Mr.  Menzies,  sanitary  inspector,  reports  21 1 premises  as 
inspected  during  the  year,  nuisances  were  found  on  eighty-four 
and  were  abated  on  seventy-eight  of  them.  Proceedings  were 
required  in  eighteen  cases,  of  which  fifteen  referred  to  the 
Sandpits  cottages,  and  convictions  were  obtained  in  all  of  them. 
The  details  are  given  in  Table  VII. 

There  were  only  twenty -three  notifications  of  infectious 
attacks  received  throughout  the  year,  viz. : scarlet  fever, 
thirteen;  diphtheria,  six;  enteric  fever,  one;  erysipelas,  three; 
and  the  only  death  recorded  from  these  complaints  was  that  of 
the  “enteric”  case. 

Eight  of  the  scarlet  fever  attacks  occurred  in  one  division  of 
the  Holloway  Sanatorium,  and  there  were  two  at  a dairy  farm 
in  Thorpe  Green,  which  was  promptly  dealt  with,  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  milk  being  stopped  until  the  whole  premises  had 
been  cleansed  and  disinfected  and  all  risk  of  spread  of  infection 
therefrom  was  at  an  end. 

As  regards  the  chief  non -notifiable  infectious  diseases, 
measles  was  very  prevalent  all  over  Egham  during  the  early 
months  of  the  year,  and  between  February  and  May  it  was 
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found  necessary  to  successively  close  the  elementary  schools  in 
the  Hythe  Road,  Eng-lefield  Green  and  Station  Road  for  several 
weeks.  The  outbreak  caused  four  deaths  of  infants  and  young- 
children,  and  the  mother  of  one  of  them  had  a fatal  attack  at 
the  ag-e  of  thirty-six.  Whooping  cough  broke  out  in  the 
district  during  the  fourth  quarter  and  three  infantile  deaths  were 
due  to  it. 

The  greater  part  of  the  zymotic  mortality  of  the  year, 
however,  resulted  from  epidemic  infantile  diarrhoea,  which 
occasioned  nineteen  deaths,  occurring  for  the  most  part  in  the 
month  of  September  and  amongst  infants  not  over  twelve 
months  old — there  being  only  one  fatal  attack  of  an  adult, 
aged  seventy-nine,  from  this  cause.  I may  observe  with 
reference  to  the  certification  of  this  cause  of  death,  that  many 
medical  men,  justly  considering  that  the  diarrhoea  is  only  one 
symptoms  of  a specific  complaint,  object  to  use  it  in  their  death 
certificates,  and  employ  instead  the  term  “gastro  enteritis,’’  or 
some  other  which  they  consider  more  correctly  represents  the 
essential  nature  of  the  fatal  attack.  Eleven  of  these  deaths 
accordingly  were  certified  as  resulting  from  “gastro  enteritis,” 
complicated  in  four  cases  with  broncho-pneumonia,  or  convul- 
sions, or  both.  All  but  five  of  them  occurred  in  the  families  of 
labouring  people,  and  more  than  half  in  the  low-lying  parts  of 
the  parish  in  and  near  the  Hythe. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were,  M.  130,  F.  147, 
total  276,  and  the  gross  number  of  deaths  157,  viz.:  first 
quarter,  45;  second  quarter,  47;  third  quarter,  37;  fourth 
quarter,  38 — of  which  twenty-four  of  persons  not  belonging 
to  the  district  occurred  in  the  Sanatorium  at  Virginia  Water — 
deducting  these,  and  adding  four  deaths  of  former  residents 
who  died  in  the  Union  House  at  Old  Windsor,  the  corrected 
number  is  M.  75,  F.  72,  total  147,  and  the  corrected  population 
estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  being  10,804,  the  birth 
rate  amounted  to  25-5  and  the  corrected  death  rate  to  13*6 
per  1,000 — both  being  about  two  per  1,000  below  the  corres- 
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ponding  rates  of  1897.  The  deaths  at  all  ages  were  53*3% 
and  those  under  one  year  14*1  ^ of  the  births — these  also  being 
considerably  under  the  previous  year's  rates. 

As  regards  the  zymotic  mortality,  no  death  was  registered 
from  diphtheria  or  scarlet  fever,  and  but  one  from  enteric 
fever;  but  including  the  six  due  to  measles — with  three  from 
whooping  cough  and  nineteen  from  diarrhoea  (all  of  which  are 
included  in  the  Registrar  General's  “seven  chief  zymotic 
diseases")  we  get  the  high  rate  of  2*7,  or  if  the  eleven  deaths 
of  infants  from  “ gastro-enteritis " are  excluded,  it  would  still 
amount  to  1*7  per  1,000,  or  197%  of  the  total  mortality. 

Ten  deaths  were  recorded  from  consumption,  all  but  two 
being  males  and  for  the  most  part  labouring  men  between 
thirty-five  and  sixty-five.  They  account  for  6 8%  of  the  deaths 
from  all  causes  and  a rate  oT  0*9  per  1,000. 

Lung  infiammations  were  fatal  to  twenty-four  persons,  six 
being  children  under  five  years  old.  Two-thirds  of  these  deaths 
occurred  in  the  first  half  year  and  half  of  them  in  the  first 
quarter.  The  rate  was  2*2  per  1,000  and  i6‘3%  of  the  entire 
mortality. 

Of  the  fifty-five  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  old  thirty- 
nine  occurred  in  the  first  year  of  life,  being  26*5  % of  those  at 
all  ages.  Of  the  entire  mortality  at  this  age  period  47-3% 
resulted  from  measles,  whooping  cough  and  the  infantile 
diarrhoea  already  referred  to,  and  34*5%  was  due  to  wasting 
and  developmental  diseases — eleven  been  prematurely  born  or 
weakly  infants  who  lived  less  than  a month. 

Eight  inquests  were  held — three  being  on  suicidal  deaths, 
four  from  accidental  injuries  or  drowning,  and  one  from 
natural  causes. 
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Table  V. 

Percentage  Rate  of  Corrected  Deaths  under  i year  to  Births. 

Newbury  Urban  Sanitary  District, 
for  8-0  read  12*6. 

Crowmarsh  Rural  Sanitary  District, 
for  10-3  read  4-1. 
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TABLE  1. 

t In  the  columns  marked  thus  ffl  the  deaths  in  Hospitals,  in  the  Public  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  in  Union  Houses  are  distributed  in  the  respective 
Districts  according  to  previous  residence ; those  of  persons  not  belonging  to  any  of  them  being  altogether  excluded  from 
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u S 

S 

1 ScarlaOna 

5 

SU 

S 

1 Typhus. 

1 Enteric  or 

Tvohoid. 

Continued 

Relapsing. 

Puerperal. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

Total. 

Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

0 c 

S 

i. 

> t 

f- 

Continued,  1 

Relapsing. 

Puerperal. 

NEWBURY  RURAL  

10454 

10200 

M.  1 F. 

154  1 II8 

272 

Ou 

6 

73 

11002 

139  1 146 

25 

January 

•7 

3 

2 

Notification  Act  not  adopted 

285 

26 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL  ... 

104  1 139 

243 

17 

February 

5 

3 

4 

2 

RAMSBURY  RURAL 

74  1 1 10 

184 

7 

18 

March 

g 

ABINGDON  RURAL 

110  I2I 

15 

«7 

I 

231 

2 

I 

41 

CULHAM  RURAL  

2692 

2610 

43  1 30 

April 

22 

4 

7 

73 

25 

4 

4 

33 

ABINGDON  URBAN 

6557 

6346 

66  171 

13 

137 

I 

4 

7 

May 

17 

4 

4 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  ... 

71  1 63 

23 

uuo/ 

134 

6 

X 

9 

I 

6 

June  ... 

CROWMARSH  RURAL  ... 

5150 

5012 

79  1 67 

146 

2 

8 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  ... 

2989 

38I26 

19 

July  ... 

12 

3 

4 

64 

14 

I 

... 

BRADFIELD  RURAL 

15183 

15950 

169  1 172 

12 

8 

August  ... 

341 

5 

3 

28 

"5 

5 

5 

GORING  RURAL  

2834 

3142 

26  1 35 

15 

61 

* 

16 

September . 

50 

j 

COOKHAM  RURAL 

qjwn 

10801 

125  1 130 

23 

42 

255 

9 

2 

2 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  ... 

10607 

12217 

153  i 163 

5 

October  ... 

42 

8 

13 

I 

Notification  Act  adopted  but  not 
yet  in  operation. 

316 

7 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL 

13704 

13917 

159  1 172 

19 

6 

November. 

28 

331 

3 

II 

39 

10 

6 

I 

WINDSOR  RURAL  

183  1 173 

20 

12599 

14082 

356 

3 

I 

7 

December . 

•9 

6 

j 

EGHAM  RURAL 

130  i 147 

*3 

10187 

10601 

277 

7 

3 

23 

Totals  

146682 

1823 1 1883 

1 

348 

58 

8 

67 

445 

Total... 

1 ! 

348 

58 

as 

8 

3706 

In  the  Column  “ Corrected  Estimated  Population  1897,”  the  Special  Inmates  of  Hospitals  and  of  Lunatic  Asylums  have  been  excluded,  and  the  Pauper  Inmates  of  Union  Houses  have  been  distributed 
to  the  Sanitary  Districts  included  in  the  Union  in  pioportion  to  their  respective  populations. 


Erysipelas. 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT.  1898. 


TABLE  m. 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS  REGISTERED  duringf  the  year  1898,  in  the  Combined  Rural  and  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Berkshire, 
classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


TABLE  IV. 

TABLE  OF  “CORRECTED”  DEATHS  occurring  during  the  Year  i8q8  in  the  CnmhmoH  t?  i a n u c • 

to  Di..a„.,  Ages,  .ad  Loc.Ii.fcs,  showing  .Iso  .he  es.taa.ed  ■■  eorr.Med  " Pop.|a,|„„  „f  «[  •“•rfi"? 


Names  of 

Sanitary  Districts. 

“Corrected”  Population,  all  ages. 
Estimated  to  middle  of  1898. 

Deaths  outside  district  of  persons  I 
belonging  thereto. 

Deaths  within  district  of  persons 
not  belonging  thereto. 

Deaths  occurring  in 
Public  Institutions 
within  District. 

Union 

Houses. 

H’pitals. 

Lunatic 

Asylums 

Total. 

1 Persons  not  belonging 

to  District. 

Total. 

Persons  not  belonging 

to  District. 

Total.  I 

Persons  not  belonging 

to  District.  1 

NEWBURY  RURAL  

10200 

23 

NEWBURY  URBAN 

11532 

3 

24 

30 

IS 

13 

9 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL  ... 

9548 

2 

II 

25 

II 

RAMSBURY  RURAL 

6819 

II 

ABINGDON  RURAL 

9239 

20 

CULHAM  RURAL  

2610 

5 

ABINGDON  URBAN 

6346 

7 

24 

29 

20 

5 

3 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  ... 

6275 

s 

52 

53 

51  - 

CROWMARSH  RURAL  ... 

5012 

6 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  ... 

2993 

I 

14 

17 

13 

• 

■ 

BRADFIELD  RURAL 

15950 

II 

12 

I 

GORING  RURAL  

3142 

2 

COOKHAM  RURAL 

10801 

H 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  ... 

12217 

2 

12 

29 

11 

6 

I 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL 

13917 

7 

19 

11 

19 

19  - 

WINDSOR  RURAL  

14082 

8 

38 

37 

16 

22 

17 

EGHAM  RURAL  

10804 

4 

24 

24 

24 

TOTAL  

151487 

134 

220 

190 

87 

1 

31 

96 

I 

94  - 

Total  “Corrected” 
Mortality  from  all  causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 


, and  the  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  therein. 


Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing 
Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 


‘ Wasting  Diseases^”  (under  5 years)  include  .—Scrofula,  Rickets,  Tabes,  Marasmus,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  Premature  Birth  and  Malformations. 
‘ Convulsive  Diseases  ” include  .—Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  Laryngismus,  and  Teething. 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT.  1898. 


TABLE  V. 


Names  of 

Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  living. 

I'S.I 

;e  Rate 

ected 

under 

Births. 

Percentage  of  Total  Corrected  Mortality 
occurring  at  various  groups  of  Ages. 

Sanitary  Districts. 

0 

f s ° 

go.| 
g'BS 
0.  Q 

Percentag 

of  Corn 

Deaths  i 

I year  to ! 

Under  , 

I year 

I to  5 

1 Total. 

Under  5. 

1? 

f 

6 

NEWBURY  RURAL  

267 

IS-I 

S6-6 

8-8 

15-6 

3-9 

19-5 

2-6 

3-9 

27-9 

46-1 

NEWBURY  URBAN  

247 

15-0 

607 

8-0 

20-8 

3-5 

24-3 

2-9 

S-8 

24-3 

42-7 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL  

25-4 

12*8 

50-2 

III 

j 22-1 

8-2 

30-3 

2-4 

•8 

20-5 

45-9 

RAMSBURY  RURAL  

2TO 

19-8 

73'4 

10*3 

I4-I 

77 

218 

i-S 

2-9 

25-9 

48-1 

ABINGDON  RURAL  

25-0 

14-3 

57-1 

10*4 

i8-2 

6-8 

25-0 

I'S 

2-3 

24-2 

46-9 

CULHAM  RURAL 

28-0 

i6*i 

57-5 

109 

19-0 

11-9 

30-9 

9-5 

28-6 

30-9 

ABINGDON  URBAN  

21-6 

161 

74-4 

10-9 

14-7 

2-0 

16-7 

4-9 

2-9 

33'3 

42-1 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  

21-3 

13-5 

634 

17-9 

28-2 

70 

352 

3-S 

21’2 

40-0 

CROWMARSH  RURAL  

29-1 

157 

54-1 

10-3 

7-6 

6-3 

139 

1-3 

2-5 

27-8 

54'4 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  

21 ’4 

15-0 

704 

i8-7 

26-7 

26-7 

2-2 

40-0 

311 

BRADFIELD  RURAL 

21-3 

I2'5 

584 

7-0 

I2'0 

6-5 

18-5 

3-0 

8-0 

34-7 

35-7 

GORING  RURAL  

19-4 

II-8 

6o'6 

9-8 

i6-2 

8-1 

24-3 

10-8 

29-7 

35-1 

COOKHAM  RURAL  

23'6 

ii'9 

50'6 

10-6 

20-9 

7-8 

28-7 

3-1 

2-3 

34-1 

31-8 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  

25-9 

14-3 

55-4 

130 

23-4 

10-3 

33-7 

4-0 

3-4 

37-1 

21-7 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  ... 

23'8 

14-2 

S9'8 

8-7 

14-6 

7-0 

21-6 

6-0 

6-6 

35'9 

29-8 

WINDSOR  RURAL  

2S'3 

14-1 

55-6 

14-3 

25-7 

11-6 

37-3 

3-5 

6-0 

27-2 

25-8 

EGHAM  RURAL  

255 

13-6 

55-3 

I4'i 

26-5 

10-9 

37-4 

4-1 

5-4 

25-2 

27-9 

Mean  Rates  for  1898  

24-4 

14-2 

581 

111 

191 

7-2 

26-3 

31 

4-4 

29-4 

36-7 

..  ..  1897  

250 

13-4 

535 

10-5 

196 

91 

28-7 

4-4 

35 

29-0 

345 

,,  „ 1896  

24-9 

12-3 

492 

9-5 

193 

9-7 

29-0 

5-3 

4-4 

28-6 

32-6 

..  ..  1895  

261 

14-5 

55-4 

105 

189 

7.4 

263 

39 

4-1 

28-0 

37-7 

„ 1894  

24-9 

14-1 

567 

98 

17-3 

99 

27-2 

35 

4-6 

28-0 

366 

Average  yearly  rate  of  the  ten  years 
1874-83  inclusive  / 

30-46 

1696 

55-76 

10-74 

1904 

11-44 

30-48 

507 

4-73 

25-84 

34-07 

„ „ 1884-93  » 

2780 

1563 

56-27 

10-22 

1822 

938 

2760 

4-58 

4-33 

24-17 

39-25 

Deaths  in  Hospitals,  in  Union  Houses,  and  in  Public  Lunatic  Asylums  are  distributed  in  the  respective  Sanitary  Districts 
according  to  previous  residence.  See  Note  Table  I. 
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BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT.  1898. 


TABLE  VI. 


Names  of 

Corrected  Death  Rates  per 

Percentage  of 

Percentage  of 
Corrected  Deaths 

1,000 

iving,  for 

Corrected  Deaths  at  all  ages,  due  to 

under  K vears.dueto 

Sanitary  Districts. 

*Chief 

Pulmonary 

Wasting  & 

*Chief 

Pulmonary 

Wasting  & 

*Chief 

Wasting  & 

Zymotic 

Phthisis. 

Inflamma- 

Convulsive 

Zymotic 

Phthisis. 

Inflamma- 

Convulsive 

Zymotic 

Convulsive 

Diseases. 

tions. 

Dis.under5 

Diseases. 

tions. 

Dis.under5 

Diseases. 

Diseases. 

NEWBURY  RURAL  

II 

•5 

2*2 

1-8 

7-1 

3-2 

14-3 

117 

13-3 

600 

NEWBURY  URBAN  

l'4 

i-S 

17 

1-6 

92 

I0'4 

US 

I I'O 

26'2 

45-2 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL  ... 

•6 

•5 

1-2 

1-9 

4'9 

41 

96 

147 

i6'2 

487 

RAMSBURY  RURAL  

•9 

1-5 

1-6 

2’0 

4-4 

77 

8-1 

I0'4 

13-8 

48-3 

ABINGDON  RURAL  

1-4 

•4 

2-9 

I*I 

9-8 

3'0 

20'4 

7'6 

33-3 

30'3 

CULHAM  RURAL 

•8 

I*I 

2-3 

34 

47 

71 

14-2 

21-4 

15-4 

693 

ABINGDON  URBAN  

•6 

1-7 

2*0 

1*6 

3'9 

I0'8 

127 

98 

I7'6 

58'8 

WALLINGFORD  RURAL  ... 

1.4 

i'6 

2*1 

2*6 

8-4 

II-8 

IS'3 

1 8-8 

i6'7 

53-3 

CROWMARSH  RURAL 

1*0 

r8 

2-0 

•6 

6-3 

11-4 

127 

3-8 

45'4 

27-3 

WALLINGFORD  URBAN  ... 

1*0 

2*0 

2-3 

27 

67 

13-3 

15-5 

i7'8 

i6'7 

66-7 

BRADFIELD  RURAL  

1*2 

*9 

10 

•8 

lOO 

7-5 

8-0 

6-5 

37-8 

35'i 

GORING  RURAL  

1*6 

1*3 

•9 

1-3 

13-5 

io'8 

81 

io'8 

22'2 

44'4 

COOKHAM  RURAL  

1-3 

•5 

17 

r6 

10-8 

4-6 

14-0 

I3'2 

24-3 

46'0 

MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  ... 

2*1 

1*6 

i'9 

1-8 

14-9 

II-4 

131 

12-6 

37'3 

37’3 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL 

ri 

1*2 

1-9 

I '9 

8n 

8-6 

13-1 

13-6 

23-2 

62-8 

WINDSOR  RURAL  

1*7 

I'O 

i-i 

20 

IS'6 

7-6 

81 

14- 1 

36-5 

37’0 

EGHAM  RURAL  

2-7 

•9 

2-2 

17 

197 

6-8 

1 6-3 

I2'9 

47'3 

34-5 

Mean  Rate  for  1898 

1-4 

11 

18 

17 

100 

7-8 

12-4 

11-8 

300 

44-9 

„ „ 1897 

9 

11 

20 

20 

6-8 

84 

151 

153 

17-8 

535 

„ „ 1896 

10 

■9 

15 

1-9 

81 

77 

12-3 

157 

180 

540 

„ „ 1895 

•9 

•9 

20 

21 

65 

63 

137 

145 

17-8 

551 

„ „ 1894 

11 

11 

2-4 

15 

8-2 

81 

171 

109 

28'9 

403 

Average  yearly  rate  of  the  ten  years  \ 
1874-83  inclusive  J 

180 

1-64 

268 

1094 

967 

1561 

I»ip52 

4970 

„ „ 1884-93 

1-21 

122 

2-55 

218 

775 

782 

1612 

1403 

* Including  small  pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  d 


ihtheria  fa 


croup),  whooping  cough,  fever  (typhus,  typhoid  and  other 


continued),  diarrhoea  (and  dysentery).  (For  list  of  Wasting  and  Convulsive  Diseases,  see  foot-note  Table  III.) 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT.  1898. 


TABLE  VII. 

Returns,  by  Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  of  Sanitary  Works  carried  out  in  the  Year  1898. 


Name  of  District 

Newbury 

Rural 

Newbury 

Urban 

Hungerford 

Rural 

Ramsbury 

Rural 

Abingdon 

Rural 

Culham 

Rural 

Abingdon 

Urban 

Wallingford 

Rural 

Crowmarsb 

Rural 

Wallingford 

Urban. 

Bradfield 

Rural 

Goring 

Rural 

Cookham 

Rural 

Maidenhead 

East- 

hampstead 

Rural 

Windsor 

Rural 

Egham 

Rural 

Total. 

Area  in 

Acres  

42,866 

1,829 

Approx 

47,000 

mateiy 

50,000 

40,860 

13,689 

730 

23.759 

18,558 

380 

55.213 

9.155 

27,803 

2,123 

27.033 

12,143 

7.786 

380,367 

Name  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances 

i 

*2 

I 

1 

ri^ 

& 

1 

=3 

S 

I 

w 

'd 

s 

.a 

i-kS 

s 

n 

rii  B 

1 

m 

u 

1 

1 

K 

3 , 

1 

1-4. 

1-4, 

H 

H 

d 

cd 

H 

d 

w 

d 

I.  No.  of  Premises  visited  

944 

320 

1019 

1025 

134 

84 

367 

654 

325 

235 

537 

145 

455 

603 

532 

610 

211 

8200 

2. 

Inspections  for  Sanitary  Survey  ... 

55 

325 

247 

I 

71 

16 

715 

3-  0 

Complaints  to  Sanitary  Authority  ... 

13 

115 

2 

6 

2 

10 

148 

4.  M 

STuisances  reported 

87 

88 

122 

108 

75 

53 

8 

264 

53 

54 

68 

9 

82 

102 

44 

246 

26 

1489 

S-  .. 

formal  Notices  served  

5 

37 

75 

60 

104 

25 

8 

48 

24 

6 

4 

2 

16 

102 

12 

31 

7 

566 

6.  „ 

Summonses  heard  before  Justices  ... 

I 

3 

I 

18 

23 

7.  Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 

89 

102 

113 

96 

67 

53 

8 

461 

50 

54 

60 

9 

94 

44 

210 

78 

1588 

8. 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  &c 

41 

88 

20 

18 

29 

20 

2 

III 

13 

4 

5 

I 

6 

41 

12 

38 

12 

461 

9.  1 

,,  Drains  

•3 

14 

9 

32 

5 

2 

116 

II 

3 

17 

3 

19 

51 

9 

76 

27 

407 

•§ 

,,  Pigs  or  other  animals 

8 

8 

6 

4 

3 

10 

4 

6 

6 

2 

7 

7 

72 

II.  S 

„ Cow-,Slaughter-,&Bake-houses 

13 

3 

6 

4 

8 

4 

I 

I 

5 

I 

4 

6 

56 

s. 

,,  Deficient  or  impure  water  ... 

7 

9 

7 

5 

2 

179 

3 

16 

II 

8 

12 

II 

270 

'3-  1 

„ Foul,  dilapidated,  and  over-  \ 
crowded  houses  / 

6 

4 

23 

12 

32 

t4 

4 

15 

11 

15 

23 

5 

27 

14 

4 

104 

3 

316 

14.  0 

,,  Houses  closed  as  unfit  for) 
habitation  / 

4 

2 

2 

6 

I 

3 

2 

16 

15 

35 

15-  1 

„ Polluted  ditches,  streams,  dr^c. 

12 

8 

I 

9 

1 

10 

7 

I 

6 

II 

16 

6 

104 

16. 

„ Other  nuisances  

6 

17 

15 

3 

14 

31 

10 

I 

4 

4 

105 

17.  No.  of  premises  disinfected  on  account  "i 
of  infectious  diseases J 

39 

23 

12 

18 

25 

18 

6 

6 

5 

22 

20 

6 

23 

13 

8 

10 

6 

260 

18.  „ 

Samples  of  water, &c.  sent  toM.O.H. 

•7 

II 

I 

2 

5 

10 

4 

I 

4 

14 

4 

81 

19-  .. 

Earth  or  dry  closets  provided  ... 

3 

10 

14 

II 

II 

69 

6 

6 

3 

10 

7 

150 

20.  „ 

Water  supply  provided,  wells  sunk 

9 

7 

18 

3 

5 

16 

3 

41 

I 

7 

13 

6 

12 

II 

152 

21.  „ 

Cow-houses,  Dairies,  &c.  Registered 

49 

21 

2 

I 

15 

3 

91 

22.  „ 

> „ „ inspected 

24 

22 

59 

96 

9 

12 

15 

26 

43 

4 

20 

19 

II 

22 

18 

8 

408 

23-  .1 

Piggeries  „ 

8 

3 

25 

6 

30 

9 

6 

3 

4 

12 

I 

107 

24.  „ 

Slaughter-houses  „ 

4 

5 

8 

6 

4 

I 

7 

2 

4 

4 

6 

3 

5 

7 

5 

7 

6 

84 

25- 

, Bake-houses  „ 

6 

II 

22 

22 

II 

7 

17 

II 

5 

5 

17 

3 

16 

13 

9 

7 

182 

26.  „ 

Canal  Boats  „ 

I 

8 

7 

8 

19 

5 

9 

5 

13 

75 

27- 

, Common  Lodging-houses  1 

10 

J 

I 

10 

2 

24 

and  Workshops  1 ” 

28.  Houses  reported  under  “Housing  of\ 

g 

6 

12 

Working  Classes  Act  ” Sect.  30  ...  j 

... 
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